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It would be hard to find two men more different in their looks, 
personalities, and political aims than Robert Smalls and Martin W. Gary. 
Both were important in South Carolina politics in the decades after the 
Civil War. Robert Smalls was already famous. As a runaway slave, he stole 

the cotton steamer, the Planter, from the Confederates and became its com-
mander in the Union navy during the war. Smalls returned to Beaufort after 
the war, a hero to blacks. He bought the house of his former owner and took 
care of the owner’s elderly widow within the house for the rest of her life. He 
helped found the Republican Party 
in the state. After helping write the 
1868 state constitution, Smalls was 
elected to the state House of Rep-
resentatives, then the Senate, while 
rising to brigadier general in the 
State Militia. He was a strong sup-
porter of free public education for 
all children. Elected to Congress 
in 1874, he was in and out of that 
position until 1886.

Smalls rose from slavery to po-
litical prominence in the new cir-
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Alike and Different
Using a Venn diagram, along with 

your research on the Internet, compare 
and contrast Robert Smalls and Martin 
Gary. In what ways did both men influ-
ence the state? Be specific. Revisit your 
character terms and attribute all that 
you can to each man. Jot these down 
in your notebook.

Vocabulary Building
To really understand the Reconstruc-

tion period, you need a working knowl-
edge of the terms listed. Either search 
through the chapter for those words 
that are highlighted and define each 
term using context clues or look them 
up in a dictionary or online site for kids.

State Standards
Key Concept At a Crossroads

Standard 4 Demonstrate an understanding of South Carolina’s 
role in and response to the dynamic economic, political, and social 
developments in the United States and around the world during the 
period 1862–1929.

Enduring Understanding Beginning with Reconstruction, South 
Carolina searched for ways to revitalize its economy and determine 
the social and political status of its population. Later in the period, 
South Carolina both contributed to World War I and grappled with 
economic depression.
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Opposite page, above: Charleston,
and many other towns in South 
Carolina, were in ruins following
the Civil War. Opposite page, 
below: Robert Smalls rose to 
political prominence during 
Reconstruction. Left: Martin W. 
Gary used violence and intimi-
dation to return whites to power.

cumstances after the war. But after white Democrats regained control of 
the state government in 1877, his political power, along with blacks’ civil 
rights, began slipping away.

By contrast, Martin W. Gary was a white lawyer, a graduate of Harvard, 
and a brigadier general in the Confederate cavalry. Gary settled in Edgefi eld 
and began a career of angry opposition to the Republican Reconstruction 
in South Carolina. A slender man, balding, with piercing eyes, Gary was 
called the “Bald Eagle of Edgefi eld.” In 1876, he created the “Edgefi eld Plan” 

as part of the Democratic campaign 
to throw out the state’s Republican 
government.

 His plan called for Democrats 
to reduce the votes of blacks by 
fraud, intimidation, and violence 
to accomplish the return of white 
supremacy and rule by the Demo-
cratic Party. Gary’s tactics proved 
successful. White Democrats re-
gained control of the state and be-
gan the process of removing men 
like Robert Smalls from politics.

the Robert Smalls House 
at 511 Prince Street in 

Beaufort? Robert Smalls 
bought this property from 
his former owner with the 
prize money he received 
for stealing the Planter. 
He and his descendants 
occupied the house for 
the next nine decades.

HAVE YOU SEEN...
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Teacher Note
SCIWAY has some excellent sites 

about the Reconstruction period. It 
also deals with Jim Crow days and ef-
fectively uses some primary resources.

Setting the Scene
The years of Reconstruction “were 

years of revolutionary turmoil, with the 
elemental passions predominant....The 
prevailing note was one of tragedy....
Never have American public men in 
responsible positions, directing the 
destiny of the nation, been so brutal, 
hypocritical, and corrupt. The consti-
tution was treated as a doormat on 
which politicians and army officers 
wiped their feet after wading in the 
muck....The southern people literally 
were put to the torture...[by] rugged 
conspirators...[who] assumed the pose 
of philanthropists and patriots.” (Histo-
rian Claude G. Bowers)

After reading the quote, jot down 
eight or ten things you think occurred 
in the South and in South Carolina 
during Reconstruction. As you read 
through the chapter and complete 
teacher-assigned activities, return to 
your notebook and add other things 
that happened.

Note: Websites appear, disappear, and 
change addresses constantly. The In-
ternet addresses included throughout 
this program were operative when the 
text was published.

Teacher Note
The website www.americanhistory.mrdonn.org is a good place 

for students to start any research assignments. It also provides some 
ready-made transparencies and /or Smart Board selections. Web-
sites listed in Chapter 9 can also be useful. As they search for a topic, 
have students add “kids” at the end of the phrase. It will narrow 
down the selections, but will give them clearer information.
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SIGNS of the TIMES

EXPANSION OF THE U.S.

The United States bought Alaska from Russia 
in 1867 for $7.2 million, less than two cents 

per acre. Two states were added to the 
Union during this period: Nebraska in 1867 

and Colorado in 1876. 

INVENTIONS

This short era was rich with inventions. 
George Westinghouse improved trains 
by inventing air brakes. Joseph Glidden 
made settlement of the treeless Great 
Plains more practical with his barbed 

wire for fences. Alexander Graham Bell 
invented the telephone.

MUSIC

“Michael, Row the Boat Ashore” was included 
in the fi rst published collection of Negro 

spirituals, Slave Songs of the United States,
in 1867. That same year, Johann Strauss, the 
Austrian “Waltz King,” composed “The Blue 

Danube.” In 1868, Boston clergyman Phillips 
Brooks wrote “O Little Town of Bethlehem,” 
and German composer Johannes Brahms 

composed his “Lullaby.” In 1871, Arthur Sul-
livan wrote “Onward, Christian Soldiers.” The 
British musical team of Gilbert and Sullivan 
began producing their popular operettas.
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LITERATURE

Walt Whitman published Drum-Taps, a collec-
tion of Civil War poems. Horatio Alger began 

his series of “rags-to-riches” stories with 
Ragged Dick: or, Street Life in New York. Louisa 

May Alcott wrote the classic Little Women. 
French writer Jules Verne wrote Twenty 

Thousand Leagues Under the Sea and Around 
the World in Eighty Days. Lewis Carroll pub-
lished his Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland.

Paul Hamilton Hayne, a South Carolina poet, 
published Legends and Lyrics. Mark Twain 

wrote The Adventures of Tom Sawyer.

POLITICS

The Thirteenth Amendment, abolishing 
slavery, was ratifi ed in 1865. Congress 

passed a Civil Rights Act in 1866 and another 
in 1875. The Wyoming Territory gave women 

the right to vote and hold offi  ce in 1869.

SPORTS 

The fi rst professional baseball team, the 
Cincinnati Red Stockings, was formed in 

1869, and the fi rst major baseball league, the 
National League, was formed in 1876. The 
fi rst Kentucky Derby was run at Louisville’s 

Churchill Downs in 1875. Wimbledon Tennis 
Championships began in England in 1877.
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Do the Math
If Alaska had cost all of two cents 

per acre, how many acres could we 
be sure were purchased from Russia 
in 1867? (360,000,000 acres)

Find out how many acres are in a 
square mile. (640 acres) Then calculate 
how many square miles would have 
been purchased at two cents an acre. 
(562,500 square miles)

Because Alaska cost less than two 
cents an acre, did the U.S. buy more 
acres or fewer acres? (more)

Inventions
Can you believe that there is a mu-

seum devoted to barbed wire? Go 
to www.rushcounty.org/Barbed 
WireMuseum/ and find out all there 
is to know about Joseph Glidden’s 
invention.

Teacher Note: Music
Find renditions of the variety of mu-

sic from this period, and play selections 
when students enter the room.

Teacher Note: Poetry
At a website like www.guten 

berg.org/ebooks/8801, 
download one of the poems from 
Drum-Taps and have students study 
and recite four lines apiece. When 
the class has recited the entire poem, 
go back and have them read their 
four lines again and give their inter-
pretation of what they read.

Notes

_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
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Timeline: 1865 to 1877

F I G U R E  14

1865                    1870                    1875                    1880

1877
Radical Reconstruction 
ended

1876
Disputed governor’s election

1874
Daniel H. Chamberlain elected governor

1870
First black man 
elected to U.S. House 
of Representatives

1868
New state constitution written

1867
Freedmen participated in fi rst election

1866
Crop-lien system legally approved

1865
James L. Orr elected governor under revised constitution
Black Codes adopted 
Avery Normal Institute established

1877
Charles Hires produced 
fi rst root beer

1876
“Custer’s Last Stand” at the 
Battle of Little Big Horn

1872
Secret ballot adopted in 
Great Britain 
Yellowstone National 
Park established

1870 
Fifteenth Amendment ratifi ed

1869
East and west coast joined by transcontinental railroad 
Suez Canal opened

1868
House impeached President Johnson; Senate did not convict him
Fourteenth Amendment ratifi ed

1867
Congress enacted the Radical Reconstruction Acts

1866
Congress passed a Civil Rights Act

1865
Thirteenth Amendment ratifi ed
Ku Klux Klan was organized
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Notes

_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

Dig a Little Deeper
Choose two of the items on the 

timeline and find out more about 
them. Write a short paragraph of your 
findings. As the teacher calls out a year, 
read aloud your research that fits into 
that category.
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Political Reconstruction 
on the National Level

S E C T I O N 1

A S  Y O U  R E A D ,  L O O K  F O R

• diff erences in the Reconstruction plans of Abraham 
 Lincoln, Andrew Johnson, and the Radical Republicans;

• the purposes and accomplishments of the Freedmen’s  
 Bureau;

• restrictions placed on freedmen by the Black Codes,   
 and northern reaction to the codes;

• how the national government imposed its will on the  
 South under Radical Reconstruction; 

• terms: Reconstruction, Freedmen’s
Bureau, Black Codes, Radical Republicans,
impeach, carpetbaggers, scalawags.

When the Thirteenth Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution was ratifi ed in 1865, nearly four mil-
lion slaves in the southern and border states were 
officially freed. Three years later, South Carolina 
held a convention to write a new state constitution, 
and 71 of the 124 delegates were black men! How 
can a change that great take place in three years? 
Th is pivotal point in our history is an exciting story
of new leaders emerging from an unexpected source. 
It is a story of the federal government sponsoring 
and helping the new leaders. And it is a story of 
the previous leadership class working toward an 
opportunity to regain its old power.

The era after the Civil War was difficult for 
the country, both North and South. It was hard 
for northerners to accept the South back into the 
Union and to trust that southerners had given 
up their rebellion. It was equally hard for white 
southerners to accept defeat and submit to the 
federal government they had fought against for 
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Below: The front page of Harper’s 
Weekly for February 18, 1865, 
shows the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives celebrating the passage 
of the Thirteenth Amendment. 
Opposite page, below: Francis L. 
Cardozo was the director of the 
Zion School for Colored Children 
in Charleston, which was unusual 
for having only African American 
teachers.
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Section 1

Political  
Reconstruction 
on the  
National Level

INTRODUCE

Outline
A. Presidential Reconstruction
B. The Black Codes
C. An Age of Anxiety
D. Northern Reaction to the Black  
 Codes
E. The President versus the  
 Congress
F. Congressional Reconstruction  
 (or Radical Reconstruction)

Materials
Textbook, pages 296-303
Student Workbook
107  Vocabulary
108  The Freedmen’s Bureau
109  Reconstruction Plans
110  Developing Writing Skills: 
 Treatment of Former Confederates
111  The Black Codes
Teacher Tech Website
 Lesson Plan
 Visual Aids
 21 Reconstruction  Amendments
 Guided Reading, 10-1
 Source Documents
  U.S. Constitutional  
  Amendments
mystatehistory.com
 Online Textbook

Your Opinion Counts
Many northerners favored strong 

punishments for the South. Were 
they justified in their position? Why 
or why not?

 State Standards
State Standard 3 (T260) 

      The student will:  
      8.3.P Analyze the Civil War Amendments (i.e., 13th, 14th, and 
15th) as a turning point in the economic, political, and social struc-
tures of South Carolina.  
      State Standard 4 (T292) 
      8.4.CX Evaluate South Carolinians’ struggle to create an under-
standing of their post-Civil War position within the state, the coun-
try, and the world. 
      8.4.CC Analyze continuities and change in the African American 
experience in the period of Reconstruction and Jim Crow eras within 
South Carolina.
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four years. It’s easy to imagine the suspicion and even hatred that existed 
between white and black southerners.

Despite the diffi  culties and the anxiety, rebuilding had to take place. 
Th e period of rebuilding is called Reconstruction, which meant not only 
rebuilding farms and plantations, towns and railroads but also rebuilding 
the nation. Th e states that had seceded had to be brought back into their 
proper place within the Union.

Presidential Reconstruction
Th e fi rst eff orts to restore the southern states back into the Union were 

made by Presidents Abraham Lincoln and Andrew Johnson. Even before 
the war ended, Lincoln off ered the seceded states a generous plan, hoping to 
entice some of them to give up the rebellion. If at least 10 percent of voters 
would swear allegiance to the United States, he would readmit the state. 
Many of Lincoln’s fellow Republicans thought that off er was too lenient. 
His main requirement was that the South must accept the freedom of slaves.

The Freedmen’s Bureau
Lincoln and Congress set up the Freedmen’s Bureau to assist poor blacks 

(and many poor whites as well). Th is was the fi rst agency of the United States 
government to provide direct welfare assistance to citizens. After the war, the 
Bureau provided food and medical services to freedmen and poor whites. 
It gave transportation money to help reunite families separated by slave 

Schofi eld School in Aiken? 
The original school 

was sponsored by the 
Freedmen’s Bureau and 

was run for many years by 
Martha Schofi eld, a 

Pennsylvania Quaker. This 
highly respected school 
educated teachers and 

trained boys in mechanical 
and industrial skills and 

girls in homemaking skills.

HAVE YOU SEEN...
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Teacher Note:  
A Booklet of Change 

It would be helpful for students to 
record amendments and laws that 
directly related to the newly freed 
African Americans. The Reconstruction 
period was the beginning of a series 
of amendments and rights that didn’t 
end until 1965 with the Voting Rights 
Act. Prepare a booklet that can be ex-
panded as you study the Reconstruc-
tion period through the modern era. 
For each amendment or law, label it 
by name (e.g., Thirteenth Amendment 
to the Constitution), describe why it 
was written and what it accomplished, 
and draw an illustration as a visual re-
minder. Finally, for each, record a quote 
(from a politician, statesman, educator, 
etc.) that relates to the new law. 

Students should also illustrate or 
decorate the cover page of the booklet 
to show the overall purpose. These 
booklets could be graded at teacher-
chosen intervals from this chapter on.

Struggles from the  
Top Down

Struggles between federal and 
state governments are not limited 
to Reconstruction. Such struggles 
continue even in today’s times. Can 
students think of a situation where 
state governments are wrestling politi-
cally with the federal government over 
powers? (Some examples are border 
control, immigration, water rights, etc.)

What Do You Think?
What was the purpose of 

the Freedmen’s Bureau? Did 
it accomplish that purpose? 
Are there schools in South 
Carolina that were begun as 
Freedmen’s Schools during 
Reconstruction? Did the 
bureau have enough people 
and financial resources to  
get the job done? Was the 
mission clearly defined?

FYI
The official name of the 

Freedmen’s Bureau was the 
U.S. Bureau of Refugees, 
Freedmen, and Abandoned 
Lands.
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sales. It set up hundreds of schools across the South to meet the freedmen’s 
hunger for education. Th e Bureau tried to fi nd work for the freedmen and 
to make sure labor contracts were fair to both employees and employers. 

Andrew Johnson’s Reconstruction Plan
President Lincoln was assassinated only a few days after Lee’s surrender 

at Appomattox, in April 1865, so he had no opportunity to put most of his 
Reconstruction plan into action. His successor, Andrew Johnson, was from 
Tennessee, one of the seceded states, but he had stayed loyal to the United 
States. Andrew Johnson’s plan at fi rst seemed tougher than Lincoln’s plan 
on the southern plantation owners, whom he considered responsible for 
the war. But he appointed temporary governors from the South’s traditional 
ruling class, pardoned most former Confederate offi  cials, and demanded 
few changes in southern behavior. Th e southern state legislatures elected 
in 1865 under Johnson’s plan looked very much like prewar legislatures. 

The Black Codes
In the fall of 1865, those southern legislatures began passing laws that 

placed harsh restrictions on freedmen. Th ese Black Codes diff ered from 
state to state. Generally they fi rst gave freedmen certain rights, including 
recognition of slave marriages and the right to own property, make contracts, 
get an education, and sue or be sued in court. Th en the laws took away 
many rights. In most states, job opportunities were limited to work on a 
farm or as a house servant. Freedmen could not travel without permission 
of their employer or possess fi rearms unless they owned property. Vagrants 

Above: The Freedmen’s Bureau was
established by the U.S. government
in 1865, initially to provide for the 
emergency needs of former slaves, 
like food, clothing, and medical aid. 
Later, it became involved in fi nd-
ing jobs and sometimes securing 
land for freed slaves to farm.

The Barber House in 
Hopkins in Richland 

County is on property 
Samuel and Harriet Barber 

bought from the Freed-
men’s Bureau in 1872. 

The descendants of the 
Barbers still own the prop-

erty. It is apparently the 
only property sold by the 
Freedmen’s Bureau that 
has stayed in the same 
family to the present.

DID YOU KNOW?
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FYI
It was Good Friday and five days 

after Lee’s surrender. In their sitting 
room, Abe turned to his wife and said, 
“Mary, I’ve never felt so happy in my 
life.” Shortly after, he and Mary joined 
friends to attend the play Our Ameri-
can Cousin at Ford’s Theatre. At 10:15, 
an actor loyal to the Confederacy 
entered President Lincoln’s box and 
shot him in the back of his head. John 
Wilkes Booth then leapt to the stage 
and, as he was leaving, shouted out Sic 
semper tyrannis, which was the motto 
of his state of Virginia. It meant “Thus 
ever be to tyrants.”

As a stunned crowd looked on, the 
president was moved to the Petersen 
boarding house next door. With his 
wife and aides by his side, the presi-
dent died the next morning at 7:22. 

FYI
Between May and December 1865, 

Congress was not in session so Presi-
dent Johnson handled Reconstruc-
tion, following much of what President 
Lincoln had drafted before he died. 
When congressmen gathered in De-
cember 1865, most were shocked to 
find that the southern representa-
tives to Congress were the very lead-
ers of the Confederacy who had just 
finished fighting against the Union. 
They disqualified all of the southern 
congressmen and set about to pass 
laws to regulate Reconstruction.

Give Your Opinion
As a native southerner, 

President Johnson showed 
some traditionally southern 
views. He did not promote 
equal rights for the freed-
men or involve them in the 
Reconstruction process. Do 
you think Johnson’s southern 
heritage helped or harmed 
the eventual completion of 
the process? How?

Using No Words
Go to SCIWAY and key in 

“Black Codes.” Using informa-
tion given at that site along 
with what you read in the 
text, draw, make a collage, or 
copy pictures that illustrate 
the Black Codes. Each picture 
should speak for itself with-
out the use of words.
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(persons who appeared to have no work or permanent 
home) could be jailed or have their labor auctioned off 
to planters. In South Carolina, any white person could 
arrest a black person suspected of a crime, and blacks 
were tried in a separate court system.

The purpose of the Black Codes was to restrict rela-
tions between the races. Whites resisted a system in which 
blacks enjoyed the same rights and status under the law 
that whites did. 

An Age of Anxiety
It is easy to understand whites’ anxiety about this new 

society in which the majority of the population were 
former slaves, many of whom had been mistreated in the 
past. Whites feared that blacks would seek vengeance if 
they were not strictly supervised and controlled. Many 
whites also assumed that freedmen would not work un-
less compelled. Both these fears proved largely incorrect.

Fully as easy to understand is blacks’ anxiety and 
fear that whites planned to reimpose slavery by another 
name. Few freedmen became property owners, so most had to depend on 
white property owners for jobs and housing. Owners often used violence 
to control workers. Some landowners beat their black workers as if they 
were still slaves. Freedmen had good reason to be anxious about the future.

Northern Reaction to the Black Codes
It is also easy to understand why the national government reacted so 

negatively to the Black Codes. Northerners had fought the Confederacy 
for four years and were reluctant to allow the South to reestablish anything 
similar to slavery. The federal response to the Black Codes was swift and 
decisive. The U.S. Army occupying the South disallowed the laws, declaring 
invalid any laws that did not apply equally to all citizens.

To northerners in Congress, the Black Codes indicated that the South 
was trying to resurrect slavery. Those northerners who pushed most for civil 
rights for freedmen and changes in southern behavior were called Radical 
Republicans. They were determined not to allow the former Confeder-
ate states back into full partnership in the nation until they demonstrated 
their willingness to reform. The South remained without representation in 
Congress until 1868.

Congress passed the Civil Rights Act of 1866, which invalidated any 
state laws—such as the Black Codes—that discriminated on the basis of 
race. President Johnson vetoed the act. The Congress overrode his veto. A 
mighty struggle arose between President Johnson and Congress over control 
of the Reconstruction process. 

Above: Andrew Johnson of  
Tennessee was vice president at 
the time of Abraham Lincoln’s  
assassination. As president, his  
attempts at a speedy reconcilia-
tion with the South, without due 
concern for the rights of the freed-
men, put him at odds with the 
Radical Republicans in Congress. 
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Dig a Little Deeper
Black Codes prohibited blacks from 

testifying in court against whites, 
from serving on juries, and from vot-
ing. Even with such discrimination, 
many states met the requirements to 
rejoin the Union. But congressional 
reaction to Black Codes was swift and 
led to the Civil Rights Act of 1866 and 
the Fourteenth Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution. Research each, and 
add the Civil Rights Act of 1866 and 
the Fourteenth Amendment to your 
booklet.

Side by Side
Insert a table with two sections: 

“Lincoln’s Plan” and “Congressional 
Plan.” Use either your text or the In-
ternet (“Lincoln’s Plan for Reconstruc-
tion versus the Second Congressional 
Plan for Reconstruction”). As you read 
through the chapter and find new 
plans, complete your table. 

FYI
Johnson’s plan expanded the 

groups of southerners not granted a 
general pardon. Those who owned 
property worth over $20,000 or who 
had held high civil or military positions 
had to apply directly to the president 
for a pardon. He later added require-
ments that southern states had to (1) 
approve the Thirteenth Amendment, 
(2) nullify their ordinances of seces-
sion, and (3) promise not to repay any 
person or institution that had helped 
finance the Confederacy.

Teacher Note
The website www.history.

com has some excellent short 
videos about the Reconstruc-
tion period. Each topic leads 
to additional videos.

Notes

___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
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The President versus the Congress
Th e administration of President Johnson, from 1865 to1869, was strained 

and disorderly, partly because of the confusion at the end of the war and 
partly because he was always at odds with the Republican Congress. Th e 
Radicals even tried to remove him from offi  ce. Th e House of Representa-
tives impeached him, but his trial in the Senate resulted in his retaining the 
presidency by a one-vote margin. To impeach is to bring charges against 
a public offi  cial who is still in offi  ce. (A federal offi  cial is impeached by the 
House of Representatives and tried by the Senate.)

 In June 1866, Congress passed the Fourteenth Amendment. Ratifi ed 
in 1868, it remains an important amendment to the U.S. Constitution. It 
defi nes citizenship to include black Americans. (Remember that, in the Dred 
Scott decision in 1857, the Supreme Court had ruled that blacks could not 
be citizens.) It also guarantees equal protection of all citizens under the law. 
With this amendment, the national government accepted responsibility for 
protecting citizens from their own state government if necessary. 

Northern voters gave the Radical Republicans an even larger majority in 
Congress in the election of 1866. In 1867, the Radicals took over the process 

Above: Andrew Johnson’s  
confl icts with the Radical 
Republicans came to a head when 
he was impeached following an 
attempt to dismiss his secretary 
of war without the approval of 
the Senate. The trial took place in 
the U.S. Senate, where he was ac-
quitted by a single vote. Opposite
page, above: After the 1866 
elections, the Radical Republicans 
placed the former Confederate 
states under military rule. Major 
General Daniel Sickles, who lost 
a leg at the Battle of Gettysburg, 
was the commander of the second 
military district, which consisted 
of North and South Carolina.
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Quite a Change
After Lincoln’s death, no one was 

quite sure how Reconstruction would 
change with the southern vice presi-
dent stepping in as president. Soon 
after the inauguration, Illinois Repub-
lican Senator Ben Wade, nicknamed 
“Bluff Ben,” met with the president and 
said, “Mr. Johnson, I thank God that you 
are here. Lincoln had too much of the 
milk of human kindness to deal with 
these d… rebels. Now they will be 
dealt with according to their deserts.” 
What was he saying to Johnson?

Teacher Note
Have students research the “Com-

mittee of Fifteen” led by Congressman 
Thaddeus Stevens or, if you have a 
Smart Board, pull up the site you find. 

Ask: How did this group, called Radi-
cal Reconstructionists, influence the 
actions of Congress? (Stevens wanted 
to break up southern plantations to 
provide every former slave with “forty 
acres and a mule” from those planta-
tions. The Republicans, who valued 
personal property, refused to accept 
Stevens’s suggestions.)

Ask: If the idea of “40 acres and a 
mule” had passed, in what specific 
ways would that have impacted not 
only Reconstruction but civil rights for 
years to come?

Thinking Critically
The Fourteenth Amend-

ment reads in part, “nor shall 
any State deprive any person 
of life, liberty, or property 
without due process of law.” 
What does “due process of 
law” mean? How does that 
same phrase affect students’ 
rights in cases of school 
suspensions or expulsions 
today?

Teacher Note
Review the term impeach-

ment with the class. Research 
how the process of impeach-
ment works.
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of Reconstruction from the president and imposed new require-
ments on the seceded states. First, they placed the southern state 
governments under temporary military rule. South Carolina 
and North Carolina were placed under General Daniel Sickles.

Next, Congress required the southern states to hold conven-
tions to write new constitutions. Black men could vote and be-
come delegates to the conventions. Former Confederate offi  cials 
could not vote, unless pardoned by the Congress. Once a suitable 
constitution had been approved, the Fourteenth Amendment 
ratifi ed, and elections held with universal male suff rage, the state 
would be readmitted to the Union. 

Congressional Reconstruction 
(or Radical Reconstruction)

With Congress now in control of Reconstruction, all former 
Confederate states complied and established new governments 
by 1868. Th ese new state governments were dominated by 
blacks, carpetbaggers, and scalawags. Carpetbaggers was the 
name given by southern whites to 
northerners, white or black, who 
came south after the war. Some 
came as missionaries and teach-
ers to help the freedmen. Some 
came as businessmen or for pos-
sible political advancement. Most 
expected to help in the rebuilding 
of the South.

Scalawags was the name given 
to southern whites who cooper-
ated with blacks and Republicans. 
Traditional southerners consid-
ered them traitors to the white 
race and to the South. Th ey said 
scalawags were driven by corrupt 
motives, but most seem to have felt the best interests of the South would be 
served by working with the Republicans to rebuild the economy. 

All the former Confederate states were under Republican governments 
after 1868, but for varying lengths of time. In some states with smaller 
black populations, the more traditional Democrats, or Conservatives as 
they preferred to be called, regained control—some after two years, some 
after four years. States with the largest black populations, including South 
Carolina, were governed by Republicans until 1877. U.S. Army troops 
helped maintain the Republicans in power in face of fi erce opposition by 
the white Democratic minority. 

M A P  37
Military 
Reconstruction 
Districts

Map Skill: South Carolina 
was part of which district?
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FYI
Southern states that refused to rati-

fy the Fourteenth Amendment in 1866 
included all except Tennessee. Those 
states that did not ratify the amend-
ment were divided into five military 
districts ruled by military governors. 
Why do you think these states were so 
opposed to ratifying this amendment?

Teacher Note
Although Daniel Sickles has a 

unique role during the Civil War and 
Reconstruction, it is recommended 
that the teacher read up on him before 
assigning students to do so. One site 
that always has good information is 
www.historynet.com.

Critical Thinking
Use your research skills to find out 

how the name “carpetbaggers” came 
about. These northerners who moved 
into the South often bought land 
cheaply, then resold it for high prices. 
They bought businesses that the gov-
ernment had taken over for nonpay-
ment of taxes and typically charged 
high prices for their goods and ser-
vices. They often paid high-ranking 
officials for appointive positions in the 
Reconstruction governments. They 
were universally disliked by south-
erners. Do you think such dislike was 
justified at the time? Why or why not? 
Share your findings with the class.

Answer to Map 37 Skill
District 2

Critical Thinking
Find out how the name 

“scalawags” came about. 
Share your findings with the 
class. Why were the scala-
wags disliked so much more 
than the carpetbaggers? Do 
you think this was an under-
standable position? Why or 
why not?

Using Art
Based on what you have 

read, draw political cartoons 
of scalawags and carpetbag-
gers that depict something 
about each group in South 
Carolina. Teacher Note: There 
are also some good cartoons 
on the Internet under  
“Scalawag Cartoon Images” 
and “Carpetbagger Cartoon 
Images.”
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D O  Y O U  R E M E M B E R ?

1. Defi ne in sentence form: Radical Republicans, 
 carpetbaggers, scalawags. 
2. What were some of the restrictions imposed on 
 freedmen by the Black Codes? 
3. What are the main purposes of the Fourteenth   
 Amendment?

Th e Republican Party also dominated the national government during 
Reconstruction. It was the party triumphant in war—the party of Lincoln 
and of emancipation. Th e Democratic Party was associated in the public 
mind with southerners and the trauma of Civil War. Republicans repeat-
edly reminded Americans that “not all Democrats were rebels, but all rebels 
were Democrats.”

General Ulysses S. Grant, a Republican, served as president from 1869 
to 1877. His years in offi  ce were, like Johnson’s, very troubled ones. Grant 
himself was honest, but historians judge his administration as one of the 
most corrupt in American history. Several of his cabinet members and his 
own personal secretary were removed from offi  ce for corruption. Th ese 
problems hindered Grant’s ability to deal with Reconstruction in the South.

Th e nation was divided on how Reconstruction of southern states 
should proceed. How much change should be imposed on them? How 
strongly should the national government push for equal rights for freed-
men? How much help should be given the freedmen in their struggles? 
Did the northerners have the will to resist the opposition of southern 
whites to Republican rule and black participation in politics?
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Right: Military heroes going all the 
way back to George Washington 
have run for president. This poster 
is from Ulysses S. Grant’s fi rst 
campaign for president in 1868. 
Below: By the end of his second 
term, Grant’s administration was 
fi lled with corruption. This political 
cartoon depicts Grant as a trapeze 
artist, hanging from a bar that says 
“third term,” but weighed down by 
cabinet members, associates, even 
his private secretary, all involved 
in scandals.
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ASSESS

Answers to “Do You  
Remember?”
1. Radical Republicans were north-

erners who pushed most for civil 
rights for freedmen and changes 
in southern behavior during 
Reconstruction. Carpetbaggers 
was the name given by southern 
whites to northerners, white or 
black, who came south—seeking 
opportunities of various kinds—
after the war. Scalawags was the 
name given to southern whites 
who cooperated with the blacks 
and Republicans.

2. In most states, job opportunities 
for freedmen were limited to work 
on a farm or as a house servant. 
They could not travel without per-
mission of their employer or pos-
sess firearms unless they owned 
property. Vagrants could be jailed, 
or their labor could be auctioned 
off to planters in need of work-
ers. In South Carolina, any white 
person could arrest a black person 
suspected of a crime, and blacks 
would be tried in a separate court 
system. 

3. The Fourteenth Amendment de-
fines citizenship to include black 
Americans, and it guarantees 
equal protection of all citizens 
under the law. In Your Opinion

Was the statement that 
“not all Democrats were  
rebels…” true? Why or why 
not? Conduct your own 
research as to when the two 
political parties changed  
and for what time period  
the South was solidly  
Democratic. What brought 
about the change?

Learning as a Team
Divide into learning teams 

with each team selecting 
one of Grant’s major politi-
cal scandals. Research it and 
report back to the class. Pos-
sibilities are the Black Friday, 
Belknap, Credit Mobilier,  
and Whiskey Ring scandals. 
What personal characteristics 
left him open to so much  
corruption?



T303

Of SPECIAL INTEREST

On February 6, 1866, Simeon
Corley, a Lexington tailor 
who had been forced into 

the Confederate army at bayonet 
point, wrote Thaddeus Stevens, the 
Radical Republican leader from Penn-
sylvania, an extraordinary letter. He 
asserted that even after the defeat of 
the Confederacy, most white South 
Carolinians were “still the enemies 
of the Government.” He warned that 
their infl uence needed to be balanced 
out by South Carolinians who were 
loyal to the Union. But because there were very few 
white Unionists like himself, he urged a radical solution 
to Stevens and other Republicans in Congress: “I have 
slowly but deliberately come to the conclusion that 
negro suff rage is our only hope for peace and security 
in the future.”

Corley knew that these ideas might get him into 
trouble with his neighbors. But he was not afraid to 
make white Conservatives angry, because he had been 
doing it for a long time. Before the war, he had argued 
that South Carolina should not secede, and even argued 
that the state should free its slaves. When his neighbors 
had threatened him and warned him to leave the state, 
he ignored the threats and continued to write Unionist 
newspaper articles.

In 1868, Congress did give the 
vote to black southerners, and with 
their support Corley won election to 
Congress himself, as a Republican. 
He served one term, then returned 
to South Carolina, where he held local 
offi  ces. He gave many speeches ex-
pressing his hope that, in the future, 
black South Carolinians should have 
all the same rights as whites. In fact, 
Corley went even further than most 
northern men. He urged Congress to 
give the vote to women too.

White Democrats responded vio-
lently to the participation of blacks 

in politics. Dozens of black Republicans were killed by 
organizations like the Ku Klux Klan and the Red Shirts, and 
several white Republicans were murdered for their beliefs 
as well. But Corley was not afraid, and even the Democrats 
had to admire his consistency. When he died in 1902, the 
Lexington Dispatch (a Democratic newspaper) printed 
an obituary that noted his Republican politics but still 
praised his “strict honesty and uncompromising integrity.”

There were others like Corley—thousands of other 
white southerners supported Reconstruction as he 
did—but in the end, there were not enough. The Demo-
crats’ violence and threats eventually took their toll. In 
the 1876 election, white Democrats took control. Their 
victory brought decades of segregation, discrimination, 
and violence to African Americans. 

Simeon Corley: A White South Carolinian 
Who Supported Racial Equality
By Dr. Hyman Rubin III
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Critical Thinking
What was the “radical solution” 

proposed by Simeon Corley? When did 
his solution come into effect? Do you 
think he was satisfied with the state 
of affairs in the South when he died 
in 1902? Why or why not?

Do You Remember?
You may recall that the town of 

Lexington was once called Saxe Gotha. 
The name was changed to Lexington 
to commemorate the first battle of 
the American Revolution, the Battle 
of Lexington (Massachusetts). 

Notes

_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
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All these questions about Reconstruction that divided 
the American people played out in South Carolina, the state 
with the largest number of freedmen in its population. In 
1870, blacks outnumbered whites 415,667 to 289,814. Th is 
fact alone ensured that the Reconstruction of South Carolina 
would be a tough and tragic process.

South Carolina under Presidential 
Reconstruction, 1865-1867

When the Confederacy collapsed, President Johnson 
appointed Benjamin F. Perry as temporary governor until a 
new constitution could be written and elections held. Perry 
had been a Unionist journalist and member of the General 
Assembly before the war. He had opposed secession, but 
supported the Secession Convention’s decision in 1860.

The Benjamin F. Perry Administration
Benjamin F. Perry allowed the old Confederate state 

offi  cials to keep their positions. He allowed the organi-
zation of volunteer all-white militia companies. Other 
than recommending that the state ratify the Th irteenth 
Amendment abolishing slavery, his brief administration 
appeared to be a return of the “old guard.” According to 

Reconstruction in 
South Carolina

S E C T I O N 2

A S  Y O U  R E A D ,  L O O K  F O R

• how resistance by white South Carolinians to their   
 new status led to a new constitution in 1868 and to   
 Republican rule in the state;

• the triumphs and tragedies of black leaders in the   
 Republican era;

• the successes of Radical Reconstruction;

• terms: propaganda, discrimination, amnesty.

Below: This cartoon by Thomas 
Nast pokes fun at the National 
Union Convention, held in August 
1866. The convention was an 
attempt at a public reconciliation 
between North and South. The 
central image shows the opening 
ceremony in which South Carolina 
Governor James L. Orr entered 
arm in arm with General Darius 
Nash Couch of Massachusetts.
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Section 2

Reconstruction in 
South Carolina

INTRODUCE

Outline
A. South Carolina under  
 Presidential Reconstruction,  
 1865-1867
B. South Carolina under  
 Congressional (Radical)  
 Reconstruction
C. The Peak of Black Participation
D. Propaganda against Radical  
 Reconstruction
E. Black Leadership
F. Successes of Radical  
 Reconstruction
G. Religion and Race during  
 Reconstruction

Materials
Textbook, pages 304-313
Student Workbook
112  Voices of Reconstruction
Teacher Tech Website
 Lesson Plan
 Visual Aids
 21 Reconstruction Amendments
 Guided Reading, 10-2
 Source Documents
  S.C. Constitutions of 1865  
  and 1868
mystatehistory.com
 Online Textbook

You Do the Math
What percentage was the African 

American population in South Caroli-
na in 1870? Search U.S. Census records 
for South Carolina today. Make a graph 
showing the population of the various 
groups then and now.

 State Standards
State Standard 4 (T292)

The student will: 

8.4.CX Evaluate South Carolinians’ struggle to create an under-
standing of their post-Civil War position within the state, the coun-
try, and the world.

8.4.CC Analyze continuities and change in the African American 
experience in the period of Reconstruction and Jim Crow eras within 
South Carolina.
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federal instructions, Perry called a constitutional convention. Th e Constitu-
tion of 1865 was slightly more democratic than the antebellum document, 
but those elected under it were not very diff erent from those elected before 
and during the war.

White Carolinians were determined that their military defeat should 
not mean northerners could change the southern way of life. A northern 
journalist traveling in the South soon after the war noted “in South Caro-
lina a more virulent animosity (bitter hostility) existing in the minds of the 
common people against the government and people of the North than in 
any other State I visited.”

The James L. Orr Administration
Th e fi rst governor elected under the new constitu-

tion and the fi rst one in history elected directly by the 
state’s voters, not the General Assembly, was James L. 
Orr. Before the war, he had served in the Congress and 
as speaker of the House of Representatives. As governor 
from November 1865 to June 1868, Orr presided over 
the reopening of South Carolina College as the Univer-
sity of South Carolina and the opening of the new state 
penitentiary. He authorized the purchase of artifi cial arms 
and legs for the many Confederate soldiers who had come 
home mangled by war. 

In the fall of 1865, the General Assembly ratifi ed the 
Th irteenth Amendment but then proceeded to pass the 
Black Codes. Th e legislature refused to ratify the Four-
teenth Amendment. Ordinary white citizens showed 
resistance by reorganizing armed night patrols, which 
had been a standard feature at many times during slavery. 
Patrols that had kept slaves in line and prevented runaways 
were now used to protect whites’ property, intimidate 
freedmen, and enforce white supremacy. It was these 
attitudes and actions that caused the U.S. Congress to 
require new constitutional conventions in South Carolina 
and the other southern states.

South Carolina under Congressional 
(Radical) Reconstruction

Th e turmoil in the state in early 1868 is almost beyond description. Blacks 
were excited about the new opportunity to have some control over their 
own destiny. In three years, with the help of the federal government, they 
had advanced from slavery to an opportunity for political equality. It had 
all come too fast for most whites. Whites’ excitement was chiefl y anxiety 
about this new challenge to their order and their superiority.

Above: James L. Orr was elected 
governor of South Carolina in 
1865. Before the war, he had 
served ten years in the U.S. House 
of Representatives, including one 
term as speaker of the House.  
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Search and Find
Prepare a biographical profile on 

Benjamin F. Perry. What elements in 
his life prepared him for his role as gov-
ernor during Presidential Reconstruc-
tion? Why do you think the president 
appointed Perry as the temporary 
governor? Had you been appointed 
temporary governor at that time, what 
would you have tried to accomplish 
and how?

Using Your Critical 
 Thinking Skills

What would U.S. congressmen 
have thought of Perry’s changes in 
South Carolina? How would they have 
viewed his convention and the Consti-
tution of 1865 after long years of war? 
Do you think they were right in their 
reactions? Why or why not?

Thinking It Over
Based on what you have read thus 

far, can you think of some reasons why 
some South Carolinians felt hostile to 
the northern journalist who spoke 
about animosity? 

Check Him Out
Prepare a biographical profile of 

James L. Orr that you would use to in-
troduce him to a group of Confederate 
veterans who were having a veterans’ 
reunion. Make sure in preparing your 
speech you keep in mind the group to 
whom you are speaking. 

In what ways did his personal life 
and career prepare Orr for his role as 
governor? Be specific.

Notes

_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
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The Constitution of 1868
Th e new constitutional convention was unique in South Carolina history. 

It was composed of seventy-three blacks and fi fty-one whites. Th e delegates 
met early in 1868 and completed South Carolina’s most remarkable and 
most democratic constitution. Th is biracial democracy was to provide equal 
voting rights and equal political opportunity for all men. For the fi rst time 
since 1670, a man did not have to own property to hold offi  ce. Represen-
tation in the General Assembly was based solely on population, not the 
population and wealth formula that had always favored the Lowcountry. 
Greater control over local aff airs was granted to new county governments. 
Local people could fi nally elect their own offi  cials who could tax the people 
to take care of local needs, such as roads, schools, and police protection. 
Th e constitution required the fi rst statewide public education system in 
South Carolina—equally available to all children. Th is concept of equality 

was what made the new constitution seem so radical 
and what caused most white Carolinians to reject it.

Republican Rule in South Carolina
In July 1868, the fi rst general election was held. 

Th e Republican Party swept almost every offi  ce in 
the state. Over 80 percent of the General Assem-
bly was Republican. The majority of those were 
black—75 out of 124 in the House and 10 out of 
32 in the Senate.

Robert K. Scott, a white Union army offi  cer from 
Ohio, was elected governor. He had been head of the 
Freedmen’s Bureau in South Carolina, which gave 
him much infl uence with black voters. Francis L. 
Cardozo was elected secretary of state, the fi rst black 
man elected to a statewide offi  ce in South Carolina. 
Cardozo was the son of a Charleston Jewish man 
and a free African American woman. He studied in 
Scotland and London before returning to Charleston 
after the war as a minister with the American Mis-
sionary Association. He was a key member of the 
constitutional convention of 1868 and was interested 
in establishing a public school system. 

Also in July, the new General Assembly ratifi ed the Fourteenth Amend-
ment to the U.S. Constitution and established circuit courts across the 
state. South Carolina had now met the requirements of Congress. Military 
supervision over the state government ended. Not all troops were moved 
from the state, but the army was no longer in control. Th e new Republican 
administration faced many problems, especially with determined opposition 
from the white minority that controlled most of the state’s wealth.

Top: Educator Francis Cardozo was 
a delegate to the constitutional
convention, and was elected 
secretary of state in 1868. Above: 
This composite portrait is titled 
“Radical Members of the First 
Legislature after the War.”
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Dig a Little Deeper
Compare and contrast the South 

Carolina Constitution of 1868 with the 
constitution we live under today. 

In What Ways?
In the Constitution of 1868, a man 

did not have to own property to hold 
office. In what ways would that influ-
ence future laws in South Carolina? 
Teacher Note: Heretofore, only the up-
per class would have been able to hold 
office. Thus, many of their laws would 
be to “better” the lives of that group. 

The Whys and Wherefores
This method of greater control 

by county government over its own 
affairs continues to this day. In your 
opinion, how does local government 
rule impact us in a positive manner? 
What are the drawbacks?

Think It Through
Prepare biographical profiles of 

Francis Cardozo and Robert K. Scott. 
In what ways did the background of 
each man prepare him to hold office? 
Based on your biographical sketches, 
in what ways did each man help in 
reconstructing South Carolina?

Notes

_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
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Th e white Carolinians’ use of violence and intimidation 
increased after the introduction of the black vote and the 
reduced presence of federal troops. Th reats, beatings, and 
murder of Republican voters and offi  ceholders became routine 
in Reconstruction South Carolina. Traditional Conservative 
whites had no intention of losing control of their civilization 
to a gang of freedmen, carpetbaggers, and scalawags without 
a fi ght. Th e twelve years of Reconstruction in South Carolina 
were years of struggle and anxiety that nearly equaled the Civil 
War in intensity. 

The Peak of Black Participation
Th e years after 1868 were times of increasing participation 

by blacks in the political life of the state. Th e Fifteenth Amend-
ment to the U.S. Constitution, ratifi ed in 1870, guaranteed the 
right of African Americans to vote. By 1872, 61 percent of the 
General Assembly was black, almost exactly equal to their per-
centage of the total population. African Americans chaired most 
of the committees and elected black speakers of the House and presidents 
pro tempore of the Senate until the end of Reconstruction. Blacks served 
in statewide offi  ces of lieutenant governor (but never governor), secretary 
of state, secretary of treasury, and attorney general. Six blacks were elected 
to Congress. Perhaps most inconceivable for Conservatives was the election 
of Jonathan J. Wright, a black attorney, as justice of the South Carolina 
Supreme Court. Th e infl uence of blacks in politics was greater in South 
Carolina than in any other state for one brief moment in time.

White scalawags and carpetbaggers were also important in the Republican 
majority. Either a northerner or a native white Republican was governor 
each term from 1868 to1877. Many served with blacks in the General As-
sembly, and hundreds served in various county positions.

Propaganda against Radical Reconstruction
Th e Conservatives’ condemnation of virtually all Republicans as cor-

rupt, incompetent, low-class, uncouth troublemakers helped unify white 
opinion against the Reconstruction regime. Th e propaganda (accusations 
spread deliberately to further a cause or damage an opposing cause) was 
more easily believable because quite a number of Republican politicians 
were, indeed, corrupt and incompetent. (Unfortunately, corruption was 
common all over the country in this era.) One of the tragedies of the era 
is that most northerners came to believe the propaganda, causing them to 
lose enthusiasm for the experiment in a biracial democracy. And everyone 
understood that northern public opinion and the U.S. Army were neces-
sary for South Carolina Republicans to hold out against the determined 
resistance of armed white citizens. 

Top: Former Union general Robert 
K. Scott was the fi rst governor of 
South Carolina to serve consecu-
tive terms. After his return to 
Ohio, he was tried for the murder 
of a friend of his son, a shooting 
he claimed was accidental. He was 
acquitted of the crime.  Above: 
Jonathan J. Wright was the fi rst 
African American to serve on the 
South Carolina Supreme Court. 
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What If ?
In what ways was the Reconstruc-

tion period more damaging than the 
war itself? Discuss “What if?: What if 
President Lincoln had lived to imple-
ment his plan for Reconstruction? 
How might things have been different 
for South Carolinians? What if Black 
Codes, violence, and intimidation had 
not dominated Reconstruction? How 
might South Carolina have been dif-
ferent? What if former white leaders 
of the state had been able to resume 
their offices during Reconstruction? 
How might South Carolina have been 
different? What could have happened 
in the state that would have made 
Reconstruction shorter and easier for 
all citizens?

Add On
Record the Fifteenth Amendment 

in your Booklet of Change.

How Did He Help?
Research the experiences of Jona-

than J. Wright. In what ways did he 
impact the lives of South Carolinians?

Notes

_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
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The three amendments to the United States Constitution adopted during Reconstruction are of 
profound importance to later generations of Americans.

Thirteenth Amendment

Year of Adoption: 1865

Provision: The amendment states simply that slavery is ended in the United States.

Fourteenth Amendment

Year of Adoption: 1868

Provisions:
A. Defi nes as citizens: 
 1. All persons born in the United States (which includes all blacks, previously denied citizenship  
  by the Dred Scott decision in 1857);
 2. All duly and legally processed immigrants.

B. Guarantees rights of all citizens:
 1. States must not deny the rights of citizens;
 2. States shall not “deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law”;
 3. States shall not “deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.”

C. Three other sections dealt with immediate concerns in the southern states and were not of 
 lasting importance.

By this amendment the federal government is taking responsibility for protecting the rights of all 
citizens against possible violation by their own state government. It was of great importance to the 
civil rights movement in the twentieth century.

Fifteenth Amendment

Year of Adoption: 1870

Provision: This amendment states that the right to vote shall not be denied by the federal or state 
governments on the basis of race. Gender is not mentioned. The right of women to vote had to wait 
another half-century.

Reconstruction Amendments

F I G U R E  15
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The Right to Vote
The Fifteenth Amendment states 

simply that “The right of citizens 
of the United States to vote shall 
not be denied or abridged by the 
United States or by any State on 
account of race, color, or previ-
ous condition of servitude.” Many 
women were disappointed in the 
fact that they were still being left off 
the voting rolls. When and by which 
amendment did women finally 
get the right to vote? (Nineteenth 
Amendment ratified in 1920)

FYI
As you will recall, the first ten 

amendments—the Bill of Rights—
were passed early in the history 
of the United States and ratified 
in 1791. The Eleventh and Twelfth 
Amendments were also ratified in 
the nation’s early years, in 1795 and 
1804 respectively. No other amend-
ments were added until these three 
“Reconstruction Amendments” 
were ratified between 1865 and 
1870. The next cluster of amend-
ments, the Sixteenth through 
Nineteenth, sometimes called the 
“Progressive Amendments,” were 
ratified between 1913 and 1920. 
You will read about them in Chap-
ter 12.

Notes
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Even more tragic for the long run was the fact that, for many more de-
cades, most Americans believed the propaganda that Reconstruction was 
imposed by congressmen seeking revenge and was carried out by ignorant 
and corrupt blacks, scalawags, and carpetbaggers. Th ose opinions were used 
to justify subjecting blacks to a system of segregation and discrimination
(prejudiced treatment of a group) for another hundred years.

Black Leadership
Th e truth is that many of the black leaders and politicians were able, 

educated, and competent. Th e truth also is that some were incompetent and 
some were corrupt. A few members of the General Assembly were illiterate. 
Th is put them at a disadvantage, but it does not mean they were ignorant or 
stupid. Most black legislators were literate property owners from a middle 
class of farmers, store owners, and craftsmen. About 25 percent of the black 
legislators had been free before the war.

Robert Brown Elliott was one of the most distinguished of those legisla-
tors. He served two terms in Congress, earning a reputation as a powerful 

Below: This elaborate lithograph 
celebrates a speech on civil rights 
given by South Carolina congress-
man Robert Brown Elliott on 
January 6, 1874. The central 
image shows Elliott delivering 
the speech. Other panels depict 
Abraham Lincoln (left) with the 
Emancipation Proclamation and 
Massachusetts Senator Charles 
Sumner (right) holding a civil 
rights bill. In the corners are Civil 
War scenes of black soldiers and 
sailors, and at the bottom, a scene 
showing black farmers on their 
own land.
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Teacher Note
Divide the class into learning 

teams and have each team take one 
of the individuals listed in the sec-
tion called “Black Leadership.” They 
should prepare a brief presentation 
and biographical sketch along with an-
swering this question: In what way(s) 
did ________ impact South Carolina 
in a positive manner? Include Robert 
Brown Elliott, Joseph Hayne Rainey, 
Alonzo Jacob Ransier, and Benjamin 
Franklin Randolph.
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speechmaker. In 1874, he returned to South Carolina to 
serve in the state House of Representatives as its speaker 
for two years.

Serving in Congress with Elliott was Joseph Hayne 
Rainey. Born a slave in Georgetown, Rainey became the 
fi rst black man ever elected to Congress from any state. 
He courageously voted for amnesty (pardon granted 
to a large group of individuals) for former Confederate 
offi  cials.

Alonzo Jacob Ransier, a free black in Charleston prior 
to the war, served as the fi rst black lieutenant governor. 
He advocated racially integrated education and granting 
the vote to women. Benjamin Franklin Randolph came 
from Ohio as a soldier during the war, then worked with 
the Freedmen’s Bureau. He served in the state Senate 
and as chair of the state Republican Party. While cam-
paigning in October 1868, he was murdered. Ku Klux 
Klansmen were suspected of committing the crime, 
but no one was punished. Randolph was one of four 
Republican leaders assassinated in 1868. 

It is diffi  cult for citizens in the twenty-fi rst century to 
understand what a total change for America these black 

offi  ceholders were during Reconstruction. To put it in perspective, before 
Reconstruction only two black persons had held any public offi  ces anywhere 
in the United States. By the end of Reconstruction, about two thousand 
black men had served in various offi  cial positions in the South. Many were 
minor local offi  cials, but some were lieutenant governors, congressmen, and 
judges. Other important fi gures of the time were church leaders, newspaper 
editors, and political organizers. Many emerged from slavery and responded 
like one freedman leader who said: “I walked out like a man [when freedom 
came] and shouldered my responsibilities.”

Successes of Radical 
Reconstruction

These black leaders, along with 
white scalawags and carpetbaggers, 
had some successes during Reconstruc-
tion. Perhaps most important, they 
provided an example of what a biracial 
democracy might look like. Th e brief 
period of Republican government from 
1868 to 1877 served as an inspiration 
decades later that blacks and whites 
could work together as political equals.

the Joseph H. Rainey 
House? Rainey (above)

lived in this home, 
at 909 Prince Street in 

Georgetown, from shortly 
after the Civil War until 
he died there in 1887.

HAVE YOU SEEN...
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What Do You Think?
Explain the quote “I walked out 

like a man [when freedom came] and 
shouldered my responsibilities.”

Teacher Note
Students have read about a number 

of different men in this chapter—
many of whom they had not heard of 
before. Pass out cards, each containing 
the name of a man featured so far in 
Chapter 10. Have each student review 
what they have learned about the man 
on his or her card and think of five facts 
about the man to give as clues. While 
a student gives out clues, starting 
with the harder ones, other students 
can guess who he is. Suggested men 
are Robert Smalls, Martin W. Gary, 
Abraham Lincoln, Andrew Johnson, 
Daniel Sickles, Ulysses S. Grant, Simeon 
Corley, Benjamin F. Perry, James L. Orr, 
Robert K. Scott, Francis L. Cardozo, 
Jonathan J. Wright, Robert Brown 
Elliott, Joseph Hayne Rainey, Alonzo 
Jacob Ransier, and Benjamin Franklin 
Randolph.

Notes
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 One of the most signifi cant changes the biracial 
democracy made was the initiation of the state’s fi rst 
statewide public school system. It was certainly im-
perfect, with never enough money and operating only 
about five months per year. Most schools were not 
racially integrated. By 1875, less than half the school-
age children were in school. But it was a foundation on 
which to build in the future. Th e state also established 
programs for the blind and deaf.

Race relations were a bit more open and socially 
integrated during Reconstruction, compared to what 
went before and what came afterward. For a short 
period, there was integrated access to parks and recre-
ational areas, businesses, trains, and other transportation. 
Northern travelers were shocked to see blacks and whites 
mingling in stores and ice cream shops. No doubt these 
opportunities were more available in larger towns, and 
no doubt many whites objected, but at least the pos-
sibility of better race relations was evident. Interracial 
marriages were strongly discouraged, but a few occurred 
in Charleston churches. 

A small professional black upper class developed 
during Reconstruction. For the fi rst time, blacks could operate in South 
Carolina as lawyers, ministers, doctors, nurses, and teachers. African Ameri-
cans in some towns and cities could serve as policemen and fi remen for the 
fi rst time. Labor unions were created in Charleston and perhaps elsewhere.

Other accomplishments of Radical Reconstruction include a provision 
in the Constitution of 1868 that prohibited taking away a debtor’s home to 
satisfy the debt. Th e constitution also outlawed the custom of imprisoning 
people for being in debt. Blacks could serve on juries, and their testimony 
could be accepted in court. Women could fi nally own and control property, 
even if they were married. A woman’s property could not be taken to satisfy 
the debts of her husband. Furthermore, divorce, which previously required 
an act of the General Assembly, could be granted by judges. Th ese were 
signifi cant gains for women’s rights, but no serious consideration was given 
to allowing women to vote. 

Of less lasting value was the temporary racial integration of the University 
of South Carolina. Th e school had closed during the war and only opened 
for a short time during Reconstruction. It had only 65 students before 
Republicans required its integration in 1873. Th e next year, it had 156 
students; one-half to two-thirds were black. Th e university hired its fi rst 
black professor, Richard T. Greener, who had been the fi rst black graduate 
of Harvard. In addition to teaching and being a politically active Republi-
can, Greener attended the university’s new law school and later became a 

Top: Alonzo J. Ransier was the fi rst 
African American to be elected 
lieutenant  governor of South 
Carolina. Above: During a brief 
period of integration, Richard T. 
Greener was appointed the fi rst 
black professor at the University 
of South Carolina.
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Find Out More
Research “History of Public Schools 

in South Carolina.” Make a chart com-
paring and contrasting the education-
al system in the state in the 1870s with 
today. What were the advantages and 
disadvantages of each time period?

It’s All a Matter of Time
Research the work of Reverend 

Newton Pinckney Walker. Then Google 
the “State School for the Deaf and the 
Blind.” Click on “History” and develop a 
timeline for the school.

What Do You Think?
In your opinion, should the prohibi-

tion against “taking away a debtor’s 
home to satisfy the debt” be a law? 
Why or why not? Is that same prohibi-
tion in effect today? Teacher Note: Ask 
students if they remember anyone in 
their neighborhood or community 
who lost their home during the re-
cession that started in 2008. Pull up 
“Home Foreclosures 2008 to Present.” 
Remind students why the housing 
crisis spread so much. (In 2009-2010, 
at least 3 million home foreclosures 
were filed.)

Why ?
With the move for women’s rights 

starting during this period, why was 
the right to vote still far away?

Notes
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lawyer. Several black lawyers received their training 
before the whole university was closed down at the 
end of Reconstruction. (The school reopened in 
1880 as an all-white institution.) Th e black lawyers 
who received their training during that brief window 
of opportunity played important roles in the black 
communities of the state for decades.

Religion and Race during 
Reconstruction

The racial transition during Reconstruction 
had great eff ects on the churches of the state. After 
emancipation, freedmen tended to form their own 
churches—to express their sense of freedom from 
white control. Churches became centers of social and 
political action within black communities. Ministers 
to these congregations, often missionaries from the 
North, provided much of the political leadership of 
the Republican Party.

Many of the new black congregations joined 
northern church denominations—Methodists, Bap-
tists, Presbyterians—rather than the denominations’ 
southern branches. Other congregations joined either 
of two national all-black churches, the African Meth-
odist Episcopal (AME) Church or the AME Zion 

Church. Church membership among blacks soared during the decade after 
emancipation. Th e most rapidly growing denomination was the Baptists.

Th e black denominations, like the white, were interested in education. 
Th e northern Methodists were instrumental in founding Clafl in College 
in Orangeburg in 1869 as the fi rst African American college in the state. 
Northern Baptists founded Benedict College in Columbia in 1870. Th e 
AME Church established Payne Institute in Cokesbury in 1870. Th ey 
moved it to Columbia in 1880 and renamed it Allen University.

D O  Y O U  R E M E M B E R ?

1. Defi ne in sentence form: propaganda, discrimination,  
 amnesty. 
2. What provisions in the Constitution of 1868 made it   
 one of the most democratic in the state’s history? 
3. What advantages did freedmen feel they gained by   
 forming their own churches after emancipation?

Top: The First African Baptist 
Church in Beaufort was built by 
former slaves in 1865. Above: The 
AME Church founded Allen Univer-
sity as Payne Institute in 1870.
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ASSESS

Answers to “Do You  
Remember?”
1. Propaganda is accusations 

spread deliberately to further a 
cause or damage an opposing 
cause. Discrimination is  
prejudiced treatment of others. 
Amnesty is pardon granted to a 
large group of individuals.

2. It provided equal voting rights for 
all men and equal political oppor-
tunity to hold office. A man did 
not have to own property to hold 
office. Representation in the Gen-
eral Assembly was based solely 
on population, not a formula of 
population and wealth. County 
governments were granted 
greater control over local affairs. 
It required the first statewide 
public education system in South 
Carolina, which would be equally 
available to all children.

3. The separation from white 
churches was a way for freedmen 
to express their sense of freedom 
from white control. The black 
churches became centers of social 
and political action within the 
black communities. Their minis-
ters, often missionaries from the 
North, provided much of  
the political leadership of the 
Republican Party. A Leader in Different 

Times
Research the life of Henry 

McNeal Turner, who became 
a bishop of the AME Church 
in 1880 and served as editor 
of their newsletter, The  
Christian Recorder. Before  
the war, he was one of the  
organizers of the Back to 
Africa Movement.

Check It Out
Although the AME and 

AME Zion Churches have 
similar names, and are part 
of the same Christian reli-
gion, they are not the same 
denomination. Research 
both and complete a Venn 
diagram showing similarities 
and differences between the 
two denominations.
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Of SPECIAL INTEREST

The first black law firm in South Carolina history 
was formed in Charleston in 1868 by William J. 
Whipper and Robert Brown Elliott. Whipper, born 

in Philadelphia, served in the Union army during the Civil 
War. After the war, he moved to Charleston and began 
practicing law. Robert Brown Elliott (pictured) arrived in 
the state in 1867 to work for a newspaper.

Both men were intelligent and brilliant 
orators. Both men soon became active 
in politics, served in the constitutional 
convention of 1868, and were elected 
to the legislature. Elliott was elected 
to the U.S. Congress in 1870, where he 
drew praise for his speeches on behalf 
of civil rights legislation. 

The two young black lawyers main-
tained their office in Charleston, but they 
practiced law and tried major criminal cases 
all over the state. Their cases ranged from representing a 
mule thief to defending very powerful men. Their success-
ful representation of an accused murderer in 1869 drew 
the attention of a Charleston newspaper, which reported 
on their “politeness and general good bearing.”

One of the biggest trials in the state’s history was the 
murder trial of Christopher Columbus Bowen, the white 
sheriff of Charleston County and a former congress-
man. He was accused of hiring a fellow soldier in the 
Confederate army to murder their commanding officer. 
Bowen’s arrest was national news, and most newspapers 
expected a conviction. But Bowen hired four of the best 

lawyers in the state to defend him, including Elliott and 
Whipper. He was found not guilty. 

The two lawyers often tried cases solo. Whipper was 
active in Charleston and Beaufort Counties. In one mur-
der case, Whipper supposedly brought the jury to tears, 
and few of his clients were found guilty. Elliott was active 

in Aiken, Orangeburg, and Richland Counties 
and was often asked to defend political 

clients. For example, when the son of a 
state senator was accused of assault 
and battery in Columbia, Elliott got 
the young man off. 

After Reconstruction, Elliott tried 
to remain active in politics and the 

practice of law. But the new white 
Democratic government made that 

difficult. To support his family, Elliott took 
a job with the federal government. In 1881, 

he was assigned to New Orleans, and he practiced law 
there. But ill health took his life at age forty-two in 1884. 

Whipper practiced with some success in Beaufort 
County, which was 90 percent black. He was elected 
probate judge in 1884 and served in the constitutional 
convention of 1895. Eventually, blacks were totally ex-
cluded from juries in the state. So in 1900, when Whipper 
represented a young black barber charged with killing a 
white constable in Georgetown, the aging lawyer faced 
an all-white jury. He lost, and his client was convicted. 
He appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court but lost this last 
major court appearance. He died in 1907.

William J. Whipper and Robert Brown Elliott: 
Outstanding Black Lawyers during  
Reconstruction By Dr. Lewis Burke
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Who Am I?
Write down a series of ten ques-

tions to which the answer is “William 
J. Whipper,” “Robert Brown Elliott,” or 
“Both.” Quiz a partner to see how many 
questions he or she can answer. Then 
change roles and answer the ques-
tions that your partner has composed.

Notes
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Above: This painting by Thomas 
Hill depicts the driving of the fi nal 
spike to complete the transcon-
tinental railroad, at Promontory 
Summit, Utah, on May 10, 1869.

One of the important concerns
in the Reconstruction of the na-
tion—and especially the South—
was the rebuilding of the economy. 
Th e South could expect little as-
sistance from the federal govern-
ment. Very little capital (money) for 
investment in economic recovery 
existed in the South.

The National 
Economy during the 
Reconstruction Era

Th e nation was going through an enormous economic transition during 
the Civil War and Reconstruction. Industry had grown slowly in the North 
before the war. Th e war stimulated industry to manufacture the necessary 
arms and supplies. Manufacturing expanded rapidly in the North, and many 
fortunes were made from war profi ts. Much of this money was reinvested 
after the war in more factories and railroads and ships for foreign trade.

Th e federal government encouraged these developments with grants of 
money and land to railroads and industries. During the war, the Union 

The Economy during 
Reconstruction

S E C T I O N 3

A S  Y O U  R E A D ,  L O O K  F O R

• recovery of the northern economy after the Civil War,  
 then a depression in 1873;

• reasons for a failing economy in the South;

• new forms of agriculture in the sharecrop, tenant   
 farming, and crop-lien systems;

• modest expansion of South Carolina railroads 
 during Reconstruction;

• terms: depression, sharecrop system, tenant farmer,  
 crop-lien system.

314  Chapter 10:   Reconstructing the Nation and the State

SC 2012 10.indd   314SC 2012 10.indd   314 4/19/12   11:17 AM4/19/12   11:17 AM

Section 3

The Economy 
during  
Reconstruction

INTRODUCE

Outline
A. The National Economy during  
 the Reconstruction Era
B. The South Carolina Economy 
 during Reconstruction

Materials
Textbook, pages 314-318
Student Workbook
113  The Economy during  
    Reconstruction
114  A Reconstruction Era Budget
Teacher Tech Website
 Lesson Plan
 Guided Reading, 10-3
mystatehistory.com
 Online Textbook

Meeting in the Middle
Two railroad companies worked on 

the transcontinental railroad tracks for 
seven years, each coming from a dif-
ferent direction. The Union Pacific laid 
track west from Omaha, Nebraska, and 
the Central Pacific laid track east from 
Sacramento, California. On May 10, 
1869, the two tracks met at Promon-
tory Summit, Utah. Research that day 
and write a newspaper article describ-
ing the event. Don’t forget the Golden 
Spike. Google “Newspaper Reports at 
Promontory, Utah, 1869.” Compare and 
contrast your article with actual news 
coverage.

State Standards
State Standard 4 (T292)

The student will:

 8.4.P Summarize the economic changes that emerged in South 
Carolina and the U.S.

8.4.CX Evaluate South Carolinians’ struggle to create an under-
standing of their post-Civil War position within the state, the coun-
try, and the world.

8.4.CC Analyze continuities and change in the African American 
experience in the period of Reconstruction and Jim Crow eras within 
South Carolina.
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Above: Reconstruction meant a lot 
of rebuilding. This photograph of 
Charleston shows scaffolding on 
the shell of the Circular Congrega-
tional Church on Meeting Street.

government gave vast amounts of public lands for the building of the first 
transcontinental railroad, binding California to the east coast. It was com-
pleted in 1869. A new steel industry came into being to supply railroad tracks 
and other products of the Industrial Revolution. These developments set the 
stage for the big surge of industrial growth in the late nineteenth century.

The outburst of energy and industry was slowed down temporarily in 
1873 by a severe depression (a serious downturn in the economy). The 
economy suddenly collapsed, and many factory workers, miners, and rail-
road laborers lost their jobs. Busi-
ness profits fell. Depressions had 
happened before, but now a much 
larger percentage of laborers worked 
in factories in towns and cities. Un-
like farm workers, they could not 
grow their own food. The enormous 
suffering in the Depression of 1873 
led to labor unrest, strikes, protests, 
and violence. Federal, state, and 
local governments could offer little 
help with the problem.

Despite these setbacks, the econ-
omy recovered and the industrial 
growth in the North resumed. The 
South remained largely engaged in 
agriculture and generally experi-
enced poverty for several decades 
after the Civil War.

The South Carolina Economy during  
Reconstruction

The Reconstruction process included rebuilding the smashed economies 
of the southern states. South Carolina’s postwar economy was in total chaos, 
with enormous destruction in towns and cities and on farms and plantations. 
The path of Sherman’s army was stripped of farm animals and equipment. 
Fences, farmhouses, railroad tracks, and bridges were destroyed. Charleston 
and Columbia and many smaller towns lay in ruins. The main necessity 
was to get crops growing again so everyone could be fed and the economic 
recovery could begin. 

The chief problem was this: landowners had no money to hire laborers, 
and most workers had no land of their own to farm. Many blacks hoped, 
and whites feared, that the federal government would claim the land of 
former rebels and distribute it to freedmen as small farms. Many former 
slaves stayed on the land they had tilled, believing their previous labor had 
given them some claim to it. Former slaves on Edisto Island protested to 

Section 3:   The Economy during Reconstruction  315

FYI
The Depression of 1873 is also 

known as the Long Depression be-
cause it lasted until 1879. It was a 
worldwide depression impacting 
many nations besides the United 
States.

A major cause was the rapid growth 
of the steel and railroad industries. 
Much money had been poured into 
those industries, and soon the returns 
on investments were not enough to 
pay back that money. Too much had 
been built too fast. Also, unstable na-
tional monetary policies led to failures 
of U.S. banks and a number of major 
businesses and companies. Teacher 
Note: You may want to mark this page 
and return to it when discussing the 
Great Depression that occurred some 
fifty years later.

Thinking It Through
Unfortunately the South lacked the 

capital (money) to finance rebuilding. 
The North felt little concern for the 
southerners and focused on their own 
economic reconstruction. The base 
of the southern economy had been 
agricultural, but the war had destroyed 
that base. Discuss how one rebuilds 
after chaos today (e.g., after a devas-
tating hurricane destroys everything). 
Who is available to finance rebuilding 
today? What are the major differences 
between the reconstruction of South 
Carolina after the war and the recon-
struction after a modern devastating 
hurricane?

Notes
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Above: Even after emancipation, 
former slaves in the sharecrop 
system found themselves farming 
other people’s land.

President Johnson the return of plantations to their former owners. Th ey 
declared, “Th is is our home. We have made these lands what they are.” 

Government takeover and redistribution of the land to freedman did 
not happen. Th e Radicals in Congress were supporters of capitalism, and 
most did not favor taking private property, even from southern rebels. Also, 
the federal government wanted to reconstruct the South politically but did 
not accept responsibility for rebuilding its economy. Th at was considered 
a local or state responsibility.

Th e Reconstruction state government tried a unique experiment with 
the South Carolina Land Commission. Th e Commission was to buy large 
parcels of land and sell them as small farms to freedmen. Th is promising 
idea was bogged down in corruption and incompetence at fi rst. When it 
was reformed, it ended up getting land into the hands of only a few hun-
dred freedmen. Still, South Carolina, through the Freedmen’s Bureau and 
the Land Commission, managed to distribute more land to freedmen than 
any other state.

The Sharecrop System
Southern landowners and laborers reached a workable solution called 

the sharecrop system. Under a sharecrop system, the owner divided his 
property into family-size farms, and 
a laborer’s family worked the farm. 
When the crop was harvested, 
both the owner and the laborer 
got a share. Usually, the worker 
got one-third to one-half the crop. 
Th is system became the dominant 
means of agricultural production 
across the South for nearly a cen-
tury. Some laborers who could af-
ford it simply rented land from the 
owner. Th ere were several ways to 
be a tenant farmer (a farmer who 
worked someone else’s property).

Th ough the sharecrop system 
soon restored agricultural produc-

tion to prewar levels, it did not create prosperity. Sharecropping kept farm 
workers in a poor and subordinate position. (Some would say their position 
was worse than slavery because at least the slave owner was responsible for 
the upkeep of old or sick slaves and had a fi nancial interest in protecting his 
slaves from other whites.) Th e system tended to keep the sharecropper in 
debt to the landowner, making it nearly impossible for him to seek better 
opportunities elsewhere. Sharecropping also contributed to poor farming 
techniques that wore out the land. 

Do you think one of the 
functions of national 

government is to help an 
area of the country recover 

from an economic or 
natural disaster, such 

as severe unemployment 
or a hurricane? Should 

such problems be handled 
by state and local 

governments? Or should 
they be handled only 

by individuals, 
businesses, and charitable 

organizations?

WHAT DO YOU 
THINK?
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FYI
Workers who had only their labor 

to offer became known as sharecrop-
pers. The landowner typically provided 
land, a house, farm tools and animals, 
seed, and fertilizer. Often, landown-
ers could extend credit to workers for 
food, medicine, and clothing, but such 
credit had to be paid out of the crop.

Sharecroppers were always in debt. 
When they received their share of 
the crops they produced, they had 
to pay back the credits owed to the 
landowners, so there was little if any 
cash left. Year after year, sharecroppers 
remained in debt, with little hope they 
could ever save enough to buy their 
own land and equipment.

Tenant farming was similar to share-
cropping, but tenant farmers usually 
owned some equipment or animals. 
They normally bought their own seed 
and fertilizer. At the end of the season, 
they paid the landowner either in cash 
or in a percentage of the crop. While 
tenant farmers made a small profit 
on their efforts, they too found it hard 
to support their families and save 
enough money to purchase their own 
land. Both groups lived in a cycle that 
kept them in poverty no matter how 
hard they worked.

What Is the Difference?
Using a graphic organizer of your 

choice (Google “Graphic Organizers” 
for ideas), compare and contrast share-
cropping with tenant farming.

Notes
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_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
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Above: Cotton, seen here around a 
sharecropper’s cottage, continued 
to be the dominant crop in South 
Carolina after the war, due in 
part to the crop-lien system, which 
favored nonperishable crops.

The Crop-Lien System
Th e sharecrop system was almost always teamed with the crop-lien sys-

tem. In a crop-lien system, the owners and sharecroppers, having no cash, 
bought supplies on credit from the country store. Th e merchant got a lien 
or mortgage on the crop. So at harvest time, the merchant was paid fi rst, 
then the landowner and sharecropper divided anything left over. Often there 
was nothing left over, so the producers started the new year already in debt.

One more long-range problem with the crop-lien system was the fact that 
the merchant/creditor always insisted that the farmer plant a nonperishable 
crop. He was unwilling to accept anything as temporary as, say, tomatoes or 
peaches. Th erefore, instead of encouraging a healthier diversifi ed agriculture, 
the new system required submission again to King Cotton. Soon, the state 
produced more cotton than ever before. Large crops brought survival, but 
not prosperity.

Rice production never really recovered from the eff ects of war and eman-
cipation. Th e coastal counties tumbled from one of the wealthiest to one 
of the poorest regions of the nation and remained so for several decades.

Diffi  culties for All Classes
All classes of citizens found life diffi  cult in the Reconstruction era. For-

merly rich people struggled and many, like Wade Hampton III, declared 
bankruptcy and lost most of their property.
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Which?
In comparing sharecropping, ten-

ant farming, and the crop-lien system, 
which would have provided you the 
most cash money in hand? How so?

Using Illustrations
Study the picture of the sharecrop-

per’s cottage and write a journal entry 
of your day as the child of that share-
cropper. Choose a particular season 
of the year (perhaps planting time or 
harvest time) and tell how your family 
would work together to perform the 
necessary tasks of that season.

What Would You Do? 
Imagine that you are a woman, and 

your family owned a small farm after 
the Civil War, but the husband and 
sons of the family had died in the war. 
What could you do? How could you 
get someone to work your farm? How 
would you get seeds, equipment, and 
fertilizer? How would you pay the taxes 
on your land? How would this period 
differ from today should a wife be left 
with managing the family land?

Notes

_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
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Small farm owners competed with sharecroppers, most of whom were 
black. Th eir lives were hard and their social status threatened by emancipa-
tion of the slaves. Th ey received some assistance, as did the blacks, from the 
Freedmen’s Bureau. But the federal government closed down most of the 
Bureau’s services in 1872. Most of the freedmen, even with the assistance of 
the Bureau, were without that little bit of security and independence land 
ownership would bring. To make the picture grimmer, there was only one 
good crop year in South Carolina during the fi rst fi ve years after the war. 
Women were often overworked by the absence of men killed in the war, or 
burdened by men disabled mentally or physically by the war. Th e struggle 
for survival contributed to class and racial tensions.

Railroad Development
Th e railroad network in the state was rebuilt during Reconstruc-

tion, and 350 miles of new track were added to the prewar total of 
973 miles. Th e state government promoted railroad development 
with grants and loans to private companies. Th ese new government 
expenditures increased during Reconstruction—requiring higher 
taxes and inviting political corruption. Many legislators were happy 
to vote for subsidies in return for bribes from the companies. Th e 
new railroads in the Piedmont contributed to a major expansion 
of cotton production in the region.

Th ough railroad mileage increased, commerce was not very 
strong in South Carolina during Reconstruction, especially after 
the economic depression started in 1873. Manufacturing hardly 
advanced at all.

In summary, at the end of Reconstruction, the economy of South 
Carolina was largely one-crop agriculture, with little industry, weak 
commerce, and very little banking. Most people, black and white, 
lived on farms and were poor and burdened with debt. So far, the 
great progress the United States had witnessed in the nineteenth 
century had not improved life for most South Carolinians.

D O  Y O U  R E M E M B E R ?

1. Defi ne in sentence form: depression, sharecrop 
 system, crop-lien system. 
2. What were some of the economic problems facing   
 black and white South Carolinians after the Civil War? 
3. What were the advantages and disadvantages of 
 the state’s promotion of railroad development after   
 the Civil War?

“Millwood,”  Wade 
Hampton III’s country 
home near Columbia, 

was burned by Sherman’s 
troops. Only a few 

columns were left standing 
(below) as a symbol of 

the bygone era.

DID YOU KNOW?
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ASSESS

Answers to “Do You  
Remember?”
1. A depression is a serious eco-

nomic downturn. In the share-
crop system, the landowner 
divided his property into family-
sized farms and a laborer’s family 
worked the farm, with each party 
getting a share of the crop. The 
crop-lien system was used when 
the landowner had no cash. The 
country store provided goods on 
credit, with the debt paid after 
harvest. The merchant had a lien 
on the crop and was paid before 
the landowner or sharecropper. 

2. The economy was in chaos. Sher-
man’s army had destroyed farm 
animals, equipment, fences, hous-
es, railroad tracks, and bridges. 
Landowners had no slaves and 
no money to hire laborers. Most 
workers had no land of their own. 
The Radicals in Congress consid-
ered rebuilding to be a local and 
state responsibility.

3. The main advantage was that 350 
miles of new track were added. 
Also, new Piedmont railroads 
contributed to a major expansion 
of cotton production there. The 
disadvantages were that grants 
and loans to private companies 
raised government expenditures, 
which required higher taxes and 
invited political corruption.

Dig a Little Deeper
What determined  

whether or not it was a good 
crop year?

FYI
Rail lines connected 

Charleston and Columbia 
with New York, Chicago,  
and Cincinnati. The major 
railroads in South Carolina 
were the South Carolina 
Railroad, the Northeastern 
Railroad, and the Charleston 
and Savannah Railroad.
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Most white Carolinians never accepted the Republican Reconstruction
government. Th ey felt it their duty to oppose it in any way possible. Th e 
Conservative Democrats had a strong position from which to fi ght. Th e 
whites owned most of the state’s land, businesses, and wealth. Th ey used 
that economic power to try to control the voters. Th e whites owned most 
of the guns in the state. If economic pressure did not work, violence would.

The Rising Opposition
We have noted some evidence of white Democrats using threats and 

violence early in the Reconstruction era. With the beginning of Congres-
sional or Radical Reconstruction in 1868, the opposition increased. And 
Republicans played into the hands of the Democratic opposition. Th ey raised 
taxes and allowed corruption to come into the administration of government.

Governor Robert K. Scott’s administration (1868-1872) was fairly corrupt. 
His successor, Franklin J. Moses Jr., was probably the most corrupt governor 
ever to serve in the state. Th e corruption began to undermine northern sup-
port for keeping troops in the state to protect the Republican government.

The Ku Klux Klan
Th e Conservatives justifi ed their opposition to Reconstruction on the 

need to restore white supremacy and clean up corruption. But their oppo-

The Violent End of 
Reconstruction

S E C T I O N 4

A S  Y O U  R E A D ,  L O O K  F O R

•  mounting opposition to Republican rule in South   
  Carolina and the rise of the Ku Klux Klan;

• how the “Hamburg Massacre” diminished chances 
 for a combination of Republicans and moderate 
 Democrats;

• violence, corruption, and controversy in the governor’s
 election of 1876;

• how the presidential election of 1876 led to the end   
 of Reconstruction;

• terms: Ku Klux Klan (KKK), Red Shirt campaign.

Members of the Ku Klux Klan wore 
bizarre costumes to intimidate their 

political opponents.
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Section 4

The Violent  
End of  
Reconstruction

INTRODUCE

Outline
A. The Rising Opposition
B. The Ku Klux Klan
C. The Hamburg Massacre
D. The Election of 1876
E. The End of Reconstruction

Materials
Textbook, pages 319-323
Student Workbook
116  Governors during Reconstruc- 
           tion (covers Sections 2 and 4)
Teacher Tech Website
 Lesson Plan
 Guided Reading, 10-4
mystatehistory.com
 Online Textbook

Changing Names
Use your Internet research skills 

to find out why Governor Franklin J. 
Moses Jr. was nicknamed the “Robber 
Governor.” Be specific.

FYI
By 1868, northern leaders were 

too busy trying to rebuild their own 
economies to be concerned about 
the South. As graft and corruption 
increased in southern states, northern 
leaders focused on building their new 
industries and railroad lines. The more 
corruption was publicized in northern 
newspapers, the less support north-
erners offered southern Republicans.

State Standards
State Standard 4 (T292)

The student will:     

8.4.CX Evaluate South Carolinians’ struggle to create an under-
standing of their post-Civil War position within the state, the coun-
try, and the world. 

8.4.CC Analyze continuities and change in the African American 
experience in the period of Reconstruction and Jim Crow eras within 
South Carolina.
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Above: Ku Klux Klan violence 
and general lawlessness became 
so widespread in the Upcountry 
that President Grant declared 
nine counties to be in a “state of 
rebellion.”  Opposite page, above: 
Daniel H. Chamberlain was the last 
Republican elected governor dur-
ing Reconstruction. His reelection 
bid in 1876 resulted in one of the 
more controversial elections in 
South Carolina history. Opposite 
page, below: This cartoon depicts 
Wade Hampton III, Chamberlain’s 
opponent in the 1876 election, 
attempting to court the black 
vote, even though his aim was the 
restoration of white supremacy. 
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sition began before the corruption began. 
The Ku Klux Klan (KKK), which orga-
nized in the state in 1868, was a secret racist 
organization that used threats and violence 
to influence the behavior of citizens. The 
KKK was not the only means of opposing 
Reconstruction, but it was the best orga-
nized and most effective means for several 
years. The klansmen typically operated in 
groups of mounted horsemen, sometimes 
disguised in robes and masks. Their targets 
were politically active Republicans, usually 
black men. Their purpose was to stop the 
political activities of the targets. If a threat 
in the night was not enough to accomplish 
their purpose, then beatings and torture 
might get results.

The campaign of terror against Reconstruction increased into general 
lawlessness from 1868 to 1871. Governor Scott was powerless to control 
the violence, which became most serious in the Upcountry. In 1870, he 
authorized the arming of black militia units to deal with the insurrection. 
This only inflamed the white opposition more. It was like throwing gasoline 
on a fire. The situation became so serious that Congress passed two KKK 
Acts in 1870 and 1871. These acts brought the power of the federal govern-
ment into the effort to suppress lawlessness. In October 1871, President 
Grant declared the Upcountry counties of Chester, Chesterfield, Fairfield, 
Lancaster, Laurens, Union, Newberry, Spartanburg, and York to be in a “state 
of rebellion.” He suspended the writ of habeas corpus in those nine counties. 
Habeas corpus is a protection of citizens against arrest and detention without 
being properly charged with a crime. This protection is sometimes tempo-
rarily lifted in order to meet an emergency.

Federal and state officials jailed hundreds of klansmen, swamping the 
judicial system. Few leaders were caught and only a few regular members 
ended up in prison. Though Klan organizations were disbanded, new groups 
called “gun clubs” or “rifle clubs” continued the terror activities. The purpose 
was still the same: to promote white supremacy and bring the Democratic 
Party back into power.

The final Reconstruction governor of South Carolina was Daniel H. 
Chamberlain, elected in 1874. A native of Massachusetts and graduate of 
Yale University, Chamberlain made a valiant effort to root out Republican 
corruption and incompetence. He even tried to win over moderate Demo-
crats and form a combination of moderates in both parties for his reelec-
tion campaign in 1876. The effort seemed to be succeeding but violence 
intervened to upset those plans.
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FYI
On December 24, 1865, six former 

Confederate soldiers in Pulaski, Ten-
nessee, formed the “Ku Klux Klan,” a 
name based on a Greek word for “cir-
cle.” What began as a social club turned 
into a means of intimidation of blacks, 
scalawags, and carpetbaggers. Night 
riders, dressed in sheets and carrying 
torches, turned from intimidation to 
direct violence.

The KKK leader, former Confederate 
General Nathan B. Forrest, gave an or-
der to disband the group in 1877 just 
before his death, saying “I have made 
my peace with God, and I wish to die 
at peace with all of the world….” How-
ever, the KKK did not disband upon 
Forrest’s death and continued many 
years of violence and intimidation.

How About Today?
Research the Ku Klux Klan today. 

Does the organization still exist? If 
so, what role does it play? Teacher 
Note: The KKK is still active in much 
of the United States It has expanded 
its targets to include Jews, Hispanics, 
and immigrants. According to FBI 
Uniform Crime Reports, the modern 
KKK is increasingly affiliated with neo-
Nazi groups, often adopting the music, 
dress style, tattoos, and skinhead im-
agery of neo-Nazis. It operates web-
sites filled with anti-Semitism, racism, 
and anti-immigration propaganda. Notes

___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________

FYI
The U.S. Constitution, in 

Article I, Section 9, states that 
“The privilege of the writ of 
habeas corpus shall not be 
suspended, unless when in 
cases of rebellion or invasion, 
the public safety may require 
it.” President Grant felt that 
the public safety required 
such a suspension.
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The Hamburg Massacre
In July 1876, a confrontation arose that was to change the direction of 

the election and of Reconstruction history. Two white men felt insulted by 
the black militia that was drilling in the little town of Hamburg. Th e men 
sought help in Edgefi eld from former Confederate General Matthew C. 
Butler and Benjamin Ryan Tillman, who later became governor. According 
to Tillman, Edgefi eld men were ready to do all that was necessary to stop the 
carpetbag rule. Butler arrived in Hamburg with two hundred armed 
white men who surrounded the black militiamen crowded into 
a warehouse. Firing broke out. A white man was killed. More 
armed white men arrived. Th ey used a cannon to force 
the militiamen out. Some of the blacks escaped into the 
nearby woods. Th e whites captured about three dozen. 
From these, they selected six and shot them dead. 

Th e “Hamburg Massacre” demonstrated once more 
that the Republican government was unable to protect 
its own citizens. Governor Chamberlain’s appeal to 
President Grant for more troops proved to Democrats 
that Chamberlain could not be a trusted partner. Th e 
“Massacre” blew apart any possibility of a combined 
ticket in 1876. More extreme elements of the Demo-
cratic Party, including Matthew C. Butler and Martin 
W. Gary, insisted on a “straight-out” Democratic 
policy: no cooperation with Republicans. 

The Election of 1876
Th e “straight-out” Democratic Party nominated Confed-

erate war hero, General Wade Hampton III, for governor. After 
the war, Hampton had largely stayed clear of politics, but by 
1876 he was determined that white leaders like himself must 
regain control of the state. He claimed to want cooperation 
with all Carolinians, including blacks, and promised that all 
citizens’ civil rights would be respected. But working hard for 
his election was a large segment of the party that followed 
Martin Gary’s “Edgefi eld Plan,” which would win the election 
for Democrats and reestablish white supremacy. Th ey called 
it “redeeming” South Carolina from black, carpetbagger, and 
scalawag rule.

Th e Democratic election campaign was run like a mili-
tary operation. Everywhere Hampton campaigned, he was 
accompanied by hundreds of armed, mounted horsemen 
dressed in red shirts. Th is Red Shirt campaign was designed 
to intimidate Republican voters and impress everyone with 
Democrats’ determination. Everywhere Chamberlain and 
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Notes

_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

Multidisciplinary Activity: 
Using Technology 

Log onto www.sciway.net/afam/
reconstruction/indexr.html and 
review the section dealing with the 
lives of everyday citizens during the 
Reconstruction period in South Caro-
lina. There is an excellent description of 
education as well as information about 
the violence of the period. After exam-
ining this basic information, imagine 
that you were eighth graders during 
this time. Working in teams, write a 
play or short skit that will give other 
students insight into what life was like 
in Reconstruction.

Find Out More
Divide into learning teams, with 

each team being assigned a political 
figure from the period around 1876 
(e.g., Matthew C. Butler, Martin W. 
Gary, Wade Hampton III, Benjamin 
R. Tillman, and David Chamberlain). 
Study the political life and career of the 
character and prepare a position paper 
showing the character’s positions 
on South Carolina’s future according 
to issues of the day. Possible issues 
include agricultural development, 
industrial growth, arming of militias, 
growth of public education, and deal-
ing with the KKK. As reports are made 
to the whole class, students should 
compare and contrast the positions 
of the characters.

What Do You Think?
Research the Hamburg Massacre 

and write a new editorial depicting 
the incident from the point of view of 
supporters of (a) the black militia and 
(b) the Edgefield whites who attacked 
them. How can both groups feel they 
are justified in such an incident? How 
does history show different sides of 
such an incident years later?
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Above: The 1876 election in 
South Carolina was front-page 
news in Frank Leslie’s Illustrated 
Newspaper. The main illustration
shows the swearing in of Repub-
lican state representatives.  
Opposite page, above: The 
presidential election of 1876 was 
as controversial as South Carolina’s.
Republican Rutherford B. Hayes 
won the disputed election, and 
made peace with Democrats by 
agreeing to end Reconstruction.

Republicans tried to campaign, armed Red 
Shirts showed up demanding equal time. 
Usually they were able to break up the 
meeting and prevent the Republicans from 
speaking to their supporters.

Confl icts between the Red Shirts and the 
black militia resulted in deaths in a number 
of places. Most serious was a three-day riot 
in Ellenton in Aiken County where at least 
thirty blacks and two whites were killed. At 
a Republican rally at Cainhoy in Charles-
ton County, the black militia was ready for 
the Red Shirts. Shooting broke out, and 
six whites and one black lay dead. Th at 
riot fi nally convinced President Grant to 
send in more troops to help maintain 
order for the election. Th e total of fewer 
than twelve hundred soldiers in South 
Carolina was hardly enough to assure 
honest and fair elections all over the 
state. Grant also ordered all gun clubs to 
disband and disarm. Th e clubs simply 
reorganized as “music clubs” or “baseball 
clubs,” kept their arms, and went about 
their business.

The vote totals in the November 
election were not clear in 1876 and are 
still unclear today. What is clear is that 
both parties were willing to use fraud, 

if necessary, to win. Th e reported total votes for each side were very close. 
However, Hampton got more votes in Edgefi eld and Laurens Counties than 
the total eligible voters in the counties. Th e election commission threw out 
the votes of both counties, giving the election to Chamberlain. Th e state 
Supreme Court reversed that decision, and Hampton claimed victory. Both 
Chamberlain and Hampton were sworn in as governor by their supporters. 
For several months, South Carolina had the very dangerous situation of a 
dual government—two governors and two legislatures—each claiming to 
be the state’s rightful leadership.

The End of Reconstruction
In the struggle for actual control, Hampton held all the key resources. 

He had the backing of the people who paid the most taxes and owned the 
most guns. But after the election, it was the money that was most important. 
Hampton encouraged his supporters to pay 10 percent of their taxes to 
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Think It Over
Discuss the reactions of average 

South Carolinians to repeated appear-
ances of federal troops in the state. 
Why would that continue to anger and 
alienate the citizens of South Carolina? 
How would you feel if a president to-
day sent federal troops into the state 
to maintain law and order? Would 
you think that was a state or a federal 
responsibility? Discuss more recent 
uses of federal troops to maintain 
order in southern states (e.g., school 
integration crises in the twentieth 
century). The U.S. has sent troops to 
other countries to maintain law and 
order. How do other countries react to 
having U.S. soldiers on their soil?

How are the situations similar? How 
are they different?

Art and Action
Draw editorial cartoons depicting 

the “two governor situation” in the 
state. What do you think ordinary 
citizens thought of the dual governor 
situation? How could this dilemma 
have been resolved other than by the 
removal of federal troops from the 
state?

Think It Over
Why was it so easy to have election 

fraud during this time? Now that we 
have computers, does election fraud 
still exist? Teacher Note: Remind stu-
dents of the Supreme Court’s involve-
ment in the 2000 presidential election 
between Bush and Gore after charges 
of voter fraud in Florida, or other recent 
examples of fraud. Have them find out 
how the state works to prevent elec-
tion fraud today.

If One is Good, Is Two  
Better?

Go to www.sciway.net/
afam/reconstruction/hamp 
ton.html and read the  
section on the “Most Corrupt 
Election in South Carolina 
History.” Summarize what 
happened.

Notes

___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
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the Confederate Monu-
ment on the north side of 

the State House? It was 
erected in 1879 to honor 
the men who died for the 

Confederate cause.

HAVE YOU SEEN...

his government so he would have money to operate on. Th ey 
readily complied. Chamberlain’s treasury was empty, and most 
taxpayers were not willing to pay taxes to him. Even state agency 
heads loyal to Chamberlain found it necessary to go to Hampton 
for funding. Chamberlain’s only hope was the federal soldiers 
controlling the State House and artifi cially propping him up. 

In the meantime, the election for president was also in dis-
pute. South Carolina was a key player in the election of 1876, 
which was one of the most controversial in American history. 
Th e Democratic candidate for president, Samuel Tilden, was 
within one electoral vote of winning offi  ce. But the elections 
in South Carolina, Florida, and Louisiana were in dispute. All 
three states experienced fraud and intimidation, making the 
actual vote totals uncertain.

Th e Congress appointed a commission to determine who 
won each of the disputed states. If Democrats got even one of 
them, Tilden would become president. Th e Republican candi-
date, Rutherford B. Hayes, would need the votes of all three states to win. 
With eight Republican members and seven Democratic members, it’s not 
surprising that the commission gave all three states’ votes to Hayes only a few 
days before the inauguration on March 4, 1877, and he became president. 
To help Democrats accept the bitter disappointment, the Republican Hayes 
promised to end Reconstruction. 

Th e federal government and the people of the North gave up on the ef-
fort to reform South Carolina and protect the rights of black citizens. On 
April 11, 1877, President Hayes ordered troops removed from the State 
House in Columbia. Th at same day, without the backing of the soldiers, 
Chamberlain gave up and took a train to New York. Wade Hampton tri-
umphantly entered the State House as the only governor. Th e experiment 
of Reconstruction was over. Within two years, the triumphant Conservative 
Democrats had erected on the State House grounds a monument to the 
Confederate soldiers.

D O  Y O U  R E M E M B E R ?

1. Defi ne in sentence form: Ku Klux Klan, Red Shirt 
 campaign. 
2. What were the events leading up to the Hamburg   
 Massacre? 
3. In the disputed governor’s election of 1876, what   
 advantages did Wade Hampton III have over Daniel H.  
 Chamberlain?
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Answers to “Do You 
Remember?”
1. The Ku Klux Klan was a secret rac-

ist organization that used intimi-
dation and violence to influence 
the behavior of citizens. In the 
Red Shirt campaign in the elec-
tion of 1876, hundreds of armed, 
mounted horsemen wearing red 
shirts intimidated Republican vot-
ers and impressed everyone with 
the determination of the Demo-
crats.

2. In July 1876, two white men felt 
insulted by the black militia that 
was marching in Hamburg in 
Aiken County. The men sought 
help in Edgefield from Matthew 
C. Butler and Benjamin Ryan Till-
man. Butler arrived in Hamburg 
with two hundred armed white 
men who surrounded the black 
militiamen in a warehouse, and 
the massacre began.

3. Hampton had the backing of the 
people who paid the most taxes 
and owned the most guns. Hamp-
ton encouraged his supporters 
to pay 10 percent of their taxes to 
his government so he would have 
money to operate on, and they 
complied. Chamberlain’s treasury 
was empty, and most taxpayers 
(even loyal state agency heads) 
weren’t willing to pay taxes to 
Chamberlain.

Rethink Your Position
Based on what you have 

read in the text along with 
the completion of student 
activities and class discus-
sion, revisit the “Setting the 
Scene” quote by Historian 
Claude G. Bowers at the  
beginning of this chapter.  
Do you agree or disagree 
with Bowers? State at least 
four reasons.

Cooperative Learning 
Activity

 Go to http://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/South_Carolina_State 
_House and examine the mon- 
uments on the grounds of  the 
State House. Each team should 
select a monument and report  
to the class on its design,  
purpose, and history. 
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Chapter Summary
The end of the Civil War ushered in another diffi  cult 

period for the United States. The task of reconstructing 
the South, where most of the physical destruction had 
occurred, was quite daunting. Social and economic re-
building would prove to be just as diffi  cult.

In an effort to bring the country back together as 
quickly as possible, President Lincoln had been working 
on some lenient Reconstruction plans with the motto 
“With malice toward none, with charity for all…” as his 
guide. Unfortunately, Lincoln was assassinated within 
days of the war’s end. His successor, Andrew Johnson, 
also believed in somewhat lenient Reconstruction. Many 
Republicans in Congress believed these presidential poli-
cies were not harsh enough, so they developed their own 
plans for Reconstruction. Their plans included military 
control over the states that had remained in rebellion 
against the Union until the end of the war.

Carpetbaggers, scalawags, and black men controlled 
state legislatures during Reconstruction. Many white 
southerners were very angry about this situation, trying 
to keep control over the freedmen by means of Black 
Codes and violent secret organizations such as the Ku 
Klux Klan. South Carolina was quite active in its opposi-
tion to Radical Reconstruction. When Reconstruction 
ended in the state in 1877, the federal government 
fi nally withdrew troops. South Carolina was soon back 
under the control of the white Conservative Democrats, 
indicating that little had changed in the minds of many 
white South Carolinians.

Activities for Learning

Reviewing People, Places, and Things
Identify or define the following in complete sen-

tences.

1. Reconstruction 

2. Freedmen’s Bureau 

3. Black Codes 

4. assassination 

5. tenant farmer 

6. James L. Orr 

7. Robert Brown Elliott 

8. Joseph Hayne Rainey

9. Daniel H. Chamberlain 

10. Rutherford B. Hayes

Understanding the Facts
1. What did the U.S. Congress do to invalidate 

the Black Codes passed by southern state 
legislatures after the Civil War? 

2. Why did the Republican Congress want to 
remove President Johnson from offi  ce?    

3. What did the former Confederate states have to 
do in order to be readmitted to the Union?    

4. How eff ective was Ulysses S. Grant during his 
two terms as president of the United States?    

5. Why did it take South Carolina longer than 
other Confederate states to complete the 
Reconstruction process?    

6. What made Alonzo Jacob Ransier such a 
progressive in his beliefs?    
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Reviewing People, Places, 
and Things
1. Reconstruction was a post-Civil 

War period of rebuilding the South.
2. The Freedmen’s Bureau was a U.S. 

government agency devised to 
help newly freed blacks and poor 
whites get food, medical services, 
jobs, and an education.

3. Black Codes were harsh restric-
tions placed on southern blacks 
during Reconstruction.

4. Assassination is the murder of a 
prominent person, usually be-
cause of political beliefs.

5. A tenant farmer rents land from 
a landowner and works on that 
property.

6. James L. Orr was South Carolina’s 
first elected governor after the 
Civil War.

7. Robert Brown Elliott, a black South 
Carolinian, was a U.S. congress-
man and speaker of the South 
Carolina House.

8. Joseph Hayne Rainey, born a slave 
in South Carolina, became the first 
elected black U.S. congressman. 
He supported amnesty for former 
Confederate officials.

9. Daniel H. Chamberlain was the 
last Reconstruction governor of 
South Carolina.

10.  Rutherford B. Hayes, elected U.S. 
president in the disputed 1876 
election, ordered federal troops to 
be removed from South Carolina 
in April 1877.

Understanding the Facts
1. Congress passed the Civil Rights 

Act of 1866 over President John-
son’s veto. It declared all laws that 
did not apply equally to all citizens 
to be illegal. 

2. They thought he was being too 
lenient on the South, and he was 
always at odds with them.

3. They had to write a state constitu-
tion that would be approved by 
the U.S. Congress, ratify the Four-
teenth Amendment, and hold 
elections in which all men could 
vote.

4. He was ineffective because of the 
corruption of some of his cabinet 
members and members of his 
personal staff.

5. The “old guard” carried out violent 
acts to assert their power, so the 
U.S. government was reluctant to 
pull troops from the state.

6. He favored racially integrated 
schools and giving women the 
right to vote. 

7. There were many violent strikes 
and protests.

8. It believed that this was the 
responsibility of state and local 
government.

9. It kept sharecroppers in debt to 
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7. What problems did the economic depression 
cause in 1873?    

8. Why did the federal government not help  
rebuild the southern economy?    

9. What were some of the negative aspects of 
sharecropping?    

10. How did coastal South Carolina fall from being 
one of the wealthiest regions to one of the  
poorest?

11. What was the main purpose of the Ku Klux Klan 
and the “gun clubs”?    

12. What impact did the Hamburg Massacre have on 
the political situation in South Carolina?    

13. How did President Grant react to continued  
conflict between the Red Shirts and the black 
militia in South Carolina?    

Developing Critical Thinking Skills
1. Why do you think President Lincoln favored a 

lenient or generous Reconstruction plan for the 
South?    

2. Give evidence to show that the situation for 
freedmen in the South in the 1870s had not 
changed dramatically from their situation as 
slaves.     

3. What role did propaganda play in South Carolina 
politics for decades?

Writing across the Curriculum
1. Write an essay in which you compare the  

treatment of slaves on a large plantation to 
the treatment of freedmen in the South during 
Reconstruction.   

2. Write an essay on what you think might have 
happened during Reconstruction had President 
Lincoln not been shot.  

Exploring Technology
1. Go to http://freedmensbureau.com and see 

what you can find out about the Freedmen’s  

Bureau in South Carolina. Select one of the 
reports or issuances and write a brief description 
of what you find.    

2. Go to https://www.senate.gov/reference/Index/
Impeachment.htm and find out how many U.S. 
presidents have been impeached. Who were 
they? Were any of them convicted? Which presi-
dent resigned before he was impeached?   

 

Applying Your Skills
1. Using online resources, find reasons why the 

antiblack groups that sprang up in the post-Civil 
War era were secret organizations.

2. Make a chart comparing when a state seceded 
from the Union and when it was readmitted to 
the Union during Reconstruction. What is one 
inference you can make from this chart about 
secession and readmission?     

Building Skills:  
Asking Effective Questions

Everyone knows how to ask questions, but knowing 
how to ask effective questions is a skill you must acquire 
in order to fully understand historical significance. Effec-
tive questions usually cannot be answered with a simple 
“yes” or “no.” An example of an effective question is, 
“Why did some freed slaves remain working on the same 
plantations after they were freed?” The question “Did any 
freed slaves continue working on the same plantations 
after they were freed?” could simply be answered “yes.” 
That would not give you any insight into why that would 
have been the case.

Try This! 

Go to the website www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.
php?flash=true&doc=37 and read about the Wade-
Davis Bill. Write two effective questions that will help you 
understand the differing views of supporters of lenient 
Reconstruction and radical Reconstruction.

landowners and contributed to 
poor farming techniques.

10.  Rice production never recovered 
from the war and emancipation. 

11.  They promoted white suprem-
acy and the return of the Demo-
cratic Party to power in the South.

12.  The Democratic Party leaders 
decided that there would be no 
cooperation with Republicans.

13.  He sent in more federal troops to 
maintain order for the 1876 gover-
nor’s race, and he ordered all “gun 
clubs” to disband and disarm.

Developing Critical  
Thinking Skills
1. Answers will vary but should al-

lude to getting the U.S. back on 
firm footing soon.

2. They lived under the very restric-
tive Black Codes in many southern 
states.

3. It kept black Americans segregated 
with little power to improve their 
lives for the next hundred years. 

Writing across the  
Curriculum
1. Answers will vary.
2. Answers will vary.

Exploring Technology
1. Answers will vary.
2. Presidents Andrew Johnson, 

Bill Clinton, and Donald Trump 
were impeached, but none was 
convicted. Richard Nixon resigned 
before being impeached. 

Applying Your Skills
1. Answers will vary.
2. Check student charts.

Building Skills: Asking  
Effective Questions

Answers will vary.

Notes
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